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edict from the Vatican of the Hermitage over the 
better judgment of what should be a great and free 
people. Much more appropriate om it be for them 
to clothe themselves in sackcloth and ashes, and go 
mourning the remainder of their days to atone for the 
wrong they have heaped upon their country. 

One gratifying fact to the Whigs was that Polk had not 
been elected by a landslide. The official national vote as 
announced at the Democratic. ‘jubilee’ was: . Polk 167,535; 

sa Clay 161,203; and Bierney 3,138.5 


“ The inability of the people of Lebanon™to accept a change 
in politics had its roots in the conservatism of the people. 
~~ That attitude which, had been handed down: from their | 
ancestors continued to be prevalent ua the middle of the 
nineteenth century and often brought ébo ut a condition in 
which very little could be accomplished. Measures were 
proposed and improvements were suggested, but because of 
the conservative attitude proposals died in committee or 
were approved and not enforced. = 


In order_to clarify the procedure of those days, mention 
must:be made of the Pennsylvania Constitution. Pennsyl- 
vania, at that time, was under the rule of the Constitution of 
1837. The Legislature under that Constitution passed all 
local laws and acts that directly dealt with one particular 


Allen County Public Libraly community. In order to form or incorporate any-type of 
S00 ee Street company, a Representative in the Legislature would have to 
fhe aa (N A6%01-2270 introduce a bill authorizing that particular subject. Court 


_ sessions were held the first. Monday of January, April, 

August, and November. The spring elections were: held on 

Cae - the third Friday of March, the county elections on the 

second Tuesday of October, and the national elections on 

‘first Tuesday of November. Of the local offices, the 

eG _ ‘term of the Justice of Peace was for five years and that of 
en 33 = i oe School Director three years, 





3. teponen Courler, January 15, 


ae 1845. = 
at ‘ 4, Lebanvn Borough wos the county reot for Lebanon County. 
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The leading parties of the nation, the Whigs and the 
Democrats, each had a hold on a particular part of the 
t political sphere. The Whigs controlled the Coun , while - 
, the Borough, at the outset of the time of this study, was a 
controlled by the Democrats. It will be found, however, that’. eae 
the spring election followed the national trend—a victory 


for the Democrats.5 * sas 


ThetHouse of Representatives and the Senate of the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania were composed of members from 
Senatorial and Representative Districts throughout the State. 
Lebanon County at this ‘particular time comprised one 
Representative District and was combined with Lancaster = » 2 
County to form the Seventh: Senatorial District of Penn- it = 
sylvania.© To this Senatorial, District --were allotted two — toy ogee ae 
Senators, one from Lebanon and one from Lancastes? ae a 
_ The Representatives and Senators of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania: voted, in those days, the way the constituents 
wished them to vote. (Because of the lack of other interests | 
that might take up the time of the ordinary citizen), there 
was a much closer contact between the politicians and ‘their 
constituents. This close relationship is very clearly shown 
by the speech made by Mr. Sanderson, the Legislative 
Representative from Lebanon County, in which he declares 
that although he-did not oppose a certain measure he would 
have to vote against it because his constituents wished him 
to. A “wish” in those days was a demand upon the person 
elected. 
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One of the most important planks of the platform of the 
Whig party- was the sale of the Public Works owned by the. 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The. Public Works in-\ ae 
cluded the Columbia Railroad, the Portage Railroad, anda... ~ = 
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canal system.7 For a long time these Public Works had run 





5. Election returns are listed in the appendix. Pla 4 
6. Lebanon Courier, March 13, 1847. Ss ae ee 
7. This canal system is not to be confused with the Union Canal which passed 7 eee 
through. North Lebanon. et 5 ot 
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on a deficit. Because of the deficit many people were in 
favor of disposing of the Works, retrieving from the sale 
whatever could be obtained. When a bill was introduced in 
the Legislature to sell the Ptblic Works under conditions 
that would not have relieved the Commonwealth of -Penn- 
sylvania of the Public Works’ debt. Mr. Sanderson opposed 


it because “my immediate constituents are against it’’.8 


As the fall election approached, unity within each party. 


was sought. The goal of each party was to elect a Senatcr 
for three years. a Representative to the Legislature for one 
term, and also the county officé?s. Today parties choose their 
candidates by the direct closed primary. During this Pre- 
Civil War period this was not the case. Each party would 
hold its township district, or borough convention: -and-choose 
delegates to the county or dtate convention. Therefore, to 
choose nominees and decide upon a platform, the Demo- 
cratic? Whigs of Lebanon “County met in convention on 
Auqust.11, 1845, at Joseph Reinhard’s Public House in 
Lebanon. Before any nominations were-made, the conven- 
tion drafted a resolution requiring the candidates for office 
to sign a pledge to abide by the decision of the convention 
and to give their support to the ticket. This policy generally 
did away with the independent office-seekers. The county 
organization was no permanent organization, but rather a 
temporary one. It was organized each year by the election 
of a president and a secretary. The offices that were to be 
filled at thf election iricluded a Canal Commissioner, a State 


Senator, an Assemblyman, a Register of Wills and Recorder. 


of Deeds, a Clerk of Courts, a County Treasurer, a County 


Commissioner, a Director of the Poor, and an Auditor.1° 





8. Lebanoa Courier, April 9, 1845. 

9. The word ‘‘Democratic’’ was added to the name 
rho they were a past of the Whig National Convention. 

10. The aumber of years for eoch term of office and the years in which the election of 
these eSicors took place are shown in the following table: 

vernor—one every four years starting 1847 

"Canal CommIssioner—one each year 

State Sena every three years starting 1845 - 

Coagressmaon—one every va years starting 1846 

Assemblyman—one sl te : ‘ ; 

Register of Wills a Recorder of Deeds—one every three years voatil 1854 
starting 1845 


“Whig'’ by the local party 
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After the. nominees for the various offices were selected, 
resolutions or the planks of the platform were presented and 
adopted. Since the success of the Whig, ticket depended - cae 
greatly on the Support rendered to it by the local organi- : 
zations of the County. they-earnéstly teconinfénded that ef “> 
forts be made at once to increase the subscription list of both 
the Whig papers of Lebanon, the “Lebanon Courier’ (Eng- 
lish) and the “Lebanon Democrat’ (German). They op- : 

* posed the redaction of the tariff to a revenue standard. With 
their Whig brethren of other parts of the country, they were 
united in favor of the Tariff of 1842, because it provided 
sufficient revenue to\pay the debts and defray the expenses 
-of the Federal Government, and protected, encouraged, and__, ea 
cherished in all its branches the productive industry of their | 
country. They viewed, all attempts to destroy it, as attempts’ 
- to destroy the prosperity that then existed’ "In order to pre- 
vent fluctuations in the tariff, they were in favor of a fair and 
equal distribution of the proceeds of the Public Lands among 
the several States of the Union, for thus “by paying what of 
right is due them enabling bankrupt States once more to oc: - 
- cupy the proud station that was theirs, -before they were 
brought to-their present mournful condition”. They were 
still in favor of a sale of the State Public Works, believing 
that these holdings would continue to be, as they always had 
been, a source of corruption in the hands of the party, and 
that the_people would be benefited. by their sale, as it would - 
“relieve them from the oppressive taxation which threatens 





Register of Wills—one every three years sforting 1857. 
Prothonotary and Clerk of Oyer and Terminer—one every three yeors starting 1857 

Recorder of Deeds and Clerk of Sessloms—one every three years starting 1857 

Clerk of Courts—one every three years starting 1845 . 
County Treasurer—one every two yeors starting 1845 OO 
County Commissioner—one every yeor 

Director of the Poor—one every year : ; je 

Auditor—one every - year . ro7 Be 5 

Sheriffi—one every three years starting 18.44 ; ‘ 
Prothonotary—one every three years 

Coroner—one every three years ; : Aue 
District Attorney—one every three years ; ae ee 
County Surveyor—one every three years ; : ees 
Assistan} Judges—two eviry three years. c 
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entailment upon us and our children, for the benefit of reckless 
and-unprincipled office-holders.”"! 


The Democratic Convention metf#in Lebanon on August 
25, 1845, at the house of Mr. Shindel and adopted the plat-. 
form for the party. They favored the annexation of Texas 
and pledged themselves to support the National Administra- 
tion in consummating it. As to a tariff, they favored one for 
revenue with suitable protection; so arranged that all the 
great interests, such as those of the farmer, the mechanic, the 
manufacturer, and the merchant would be protected: and 
placed on an equal footing. They opposed the distribution of 
the proceeds of the Public Lands. They called upon the “‘true - 
democracy’ to support the candidates nominated,- because 
they were always true to the’ “good old’ cause”. “In support 
of the Administration, they pointeg!’ out that the course ‘of 
James K. Polk, since he had ‘occupied the Presidential chair 
is ‘the best contradiction of the sophistry and misrepresenta- 
2 which were brought against him by our federal op- 
ents’’.12 p : 


An interesting fact about the two-leading parties at this 
particular time is that the Whigs were Anti-Masonic, while 
the Democratics favored or rather allowed the Masons to 
belong to the organization.13 Because of these attitudes, 
the Whigs called upon all Anti-Masons to vote for their 
candidate.1+ 


Characteristicgof politicians have not changed much in the 
interim, if statements made about them then were true. In 
one instance, the Postmaster of Lebanon, :being a Democrat, 
refused to circulate “The Lebanon Courier” through the 
office, even though at that time the law stated that all news- 





11. Lebanon Courier, Augus? 13, 1845. 
The Lebonon and Loacaster Conferees met at Manheim on Soturday, August 30, 

1845, and ratified and confirmed the-sominations of the Senators already mode by the 

respective Counties as thelr candidates for the Seventh Senatorial District for the 

12. Ibid, September 3, 1845. = 

13. . The auvtheticity of this statement Is based on the case of Jacob Weidle, the 

Democratic candidate for the Sencte aot Harrisburg. He was o High Masten ’ 

14. Lebanon Courier, Avgust 27, 1845. : 
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papers were to be allowed free circulation within thirty miles 
of the place of publication. 15 


Another interesting example concerns Joseph Schock, the 
Democratic candidate for the Assembly, and Adam Miller, 
candidate for-Register. These men passed out sample tickets 
on which were printed the names of the Whig candidates for’ 
the various offices. In the place of the names of the actual 
Whig candidates for Assemblyman and Register, John Bass- 
ler~afd Allen P. Hibshman, they had their own names 
printed. Their purpose was to have the ignorant voter as- 
sociate their names with the Whig party and thus have a . 
majority of votes cast for them, the voter thinking that there ; 
may have been a mistake in the printing of the ballots. Fortu- te ie: 
nately for those who favor honest elections, these Sharp, he. 
practices were frustratéd.15 ,, ‘e " we 


= ry 
The results of the election held October 14, 1845, followed 
the usual political Pattern; namely, the borough of Lebanon 
was ruled by the Democratic party, but when the county votes 
were totaled, all the Whig candidates were elected.17 ~*~ 


ert ~ os 


- The Democratic-Whig Convention met on Monday, March 
2, 1846, for the purpose of appointing delegates to the State 
Whig Convention. The delegates to the Convention decided 
to continue their support to the great American principle of 
protection to all their domestic interests embodied in the Tariff 
of 1842. They still favored the distribution among the 
several States of the proceeds arising from the sale of the 
Public Lands: They opposed the attempt of James K. Polk 
to again fasten upon them the ‘odious’ Sub-Treasury System. 
They also opposed the bill introduced in the State Senate to 
tax the widows and orphans. They viewed their opinion of 
Polk in the following words: | : 


We deprecate the course of James K. Polk, in: pening ye 
with our dearest interests—in falsifying the promises 


15. Ibid, October 1, 1845. 
16. Ibid, October 15, 1845. 
17. Ibld, December 3, 1845. 
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made by his supporters before his election—in his sup- 
port of the British free trade doctrine—in his total dis- 
regard of all true Representative American Measures. : 
While he is pretending to seek the acquisition of new * 
territory —he is basely betraying us like a second Arnold, 
to the British. and sacrificing the whole Country's pros- 
perity to subverse the views of the Sauthern slave hold- 
ers, in giving the British manufactures the preference 
over our own. Such being the case, we wash our hands. 
of the guilt of elevating him to the high office which he 
now holds to the injury of the country, and we hereby 
solemnly pledge ourselves’ to oppose his anti-American 
measures. 


They hailed with pleasure the growing popularity of the 
brave and gallant Genera Scott.18 


Not even the war with Mexico was allowed to distract the 
people from the coming election. The Democratic Whig 
Party held its convention in Lebanon on August 14, 1846, at 
the public house of Joseph Reinhard, for fhe purpose of select- 
ing a county ticket to be supported at the next general election. 
After the convention was organized, the delegates were asked 
to sign the pledge to abide by the decision of the convention, 
even though they might be unsuccessful candidates for 
nominations. Speaking for themselves and for those whom 
they represented, they avowed an unalterable adherence to 
the protection of Home Labor, the separation of the Purse 
’ from the’ Sword, the distribution of the proceeds of the Public 
Lands, a sound and uniform currency, and an economical ad- 
ministration of the Government: They pledged themselves 
individually and collectively to support no man for office who 
was not pledged in favor of the repeal of the “British Free 
Trade Tariff of 1846" and the “thrice rejected” Sub-Treasury 
System. The Whig Standing Committee of Lebanon County 
was requested to address the candidates nominated and re- 
quest from them a pledge in favor.of the repeal of the British 





18. Ibid, March 4, 1846. 
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Free Trade Tariff of 1846, and the Sub-Treasury System. — , 
They were convinced that the tariff oppressed and im- 
poverished the American laborers while it benefited and’en- 

riched the British manufacturer. Therefore, they regarded it : 
as worthy of no other name than the’’British Pollr and Dallas" - -- - at 
Tariff”. They heartily agreed with the following article from i 
the Montreal (Canada) Courier of the Sth of August: 


The passage of the Tariff Bill Bppears to have excited 
terrible consternation among the manufacturers of the 
United States. Curses. not-loud but deep, are showered 
upon the head of the President and his party, who have | oe 
done their best\to ruin national industry. As English- Jd 
men, we, of course, are pleased that the tariff is abolished, . = 
as taken in conjunction with our abolition of the.Corn ae 
Laws, it will opei’an immense market,for-us, but if we 
were Americans we should certainly’ be Tariff men. 


They eneca the cage, of the wages of the American 
laborer to a level with those of the half-starved pauper 
laborer of: Europe so as to enable American: manufacturers 

and coal operators to compete with those of Europe. They 
also opposed the laying of a direct United States tax to make 

up the expected deficiency of revenue under the Tariff of 

1846. These proposed measures they classed as the strong- 

est evidence that the National Administration promulgated 

British and aristocratic doctrines and had no feeling in com- 

mon with the working people of the northern states. They 

called the Sub-Treasury System enacted by the Democratic 

National Administration a government bank in disguise. - 
They regarded it as: 


anti-republican and despotic in its tendencies—cor-. 

pting in its consequences—creative of power which no 
honest Executive would ever seek, and which no true Re-—~ 
publican will ever concede—calculated to make ‘the rich 
more wealthy and the poor still poorer, by furnishing a- 8 
specie currency for the office holder and shin plasters for : 4 
the people—and intended to unite the Sword and the = : 


2 
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Purse of the nation in the hands of the Executive, where- 
with to subvert the liberties of the people. 


They acknowledged their obligations as citizens to main- 
tain the honor and dignity of the Commonwealth, but 
solemnly protested against the system of taxation passed by 
the last demccratic Legislature. They favored the paying of 
the State debt by the adoption of such measures as would 
secure their share of the proceeds of the Public Lands. They 

_ appointed a committee to recommend for consideration of the 
next county convention such alterations in the delegate system 
of the county as might be deemed advisable for the perfect 

. organization of the party.!® 1, 


There are times when~ the political machine runs too 
smoothly. That particular time had now come to the Whig 
party. Even though all the candidates had signed the pledge > 
to abide by the decision of the majority, George Pfleger an- 
nounced himself as an independent candidate for Pro- 
thonétary.?° . 


- ; The Democratic Convention was held in Lebanon on Mon- 
day, September 14, 1846, but adjourned without making any 
nominations, a very unusual occurrence. The members ap- 
proved the conduct of their Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, since they were faithful to their trust. They ap- 
proved of the administration of James K. Polk, and while 
they would not be unfaithful to their State. they would also 

*take care not tobe unfaithful to their party. Since no great . 
financial measure can be tested by argument, and since noth- 
ing but experience can show results, they were willing to trust 
the party to correct its owa errors should the tariff be at 
fault.2! - They again reaffirmed their faith in their favorite 
principle, a tariff to protect domestic labor. During our entire 

-@ political history one of the important points of discussion 
between the two major parties has been a protective or re- 
venue tariff, in which discussion the National Democratic 





19. Ibid, August 19, 1846. 


20. Ibid, September 9, 1846. 
2 aes Sr aes fe 21. Ibtd, September 16, 1846. rv 
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party favored the revenue tariff while the National Whig 
party favored a high protective tariff. Because the local 
Democrats were fully aware of the influence of a protective 
tariff on the American laborer, they cast their inflllence—con- 


‘trary to-national party tradition—to the support of the ta¥iff. 


In their opinion it was inexpedient at that time to nominate 
candidates for the various county offices, and they earriestly 
hoped that no man who regarded the interest of the Demo- 
cratic party as superior to private feeling, would allow his 
name to be used as a candidate for any of the offices on any 
ticket to be voted for in Qctober.2?_ Not all of the Democrats 
favored this viewpoint, and many men who had contemplated 
running on the Democratic ticket withdrew in favor of the 


Whig candidates.23 . It is evident that the Democratic party. 


was having internal strife, but the Democrats segmed not to 
suffer too much from it. far as usual they carried the Borough, 
although the County voted a Whig majority, elected the 
Canal Commissioner, a majority to the Senate and House at 
Harrisburg, and a majority in Congress. ; 


It is interesting to note that Pfleger was absorbed _by the 
Democratic party and was defeated by only one hundred and 
thirty-two votes.24 The practice of any candidate leaving 
one party to join another had been practically unknown in 
Lebanon and was entirely contrary to the spirit of conservat- 
ism that controlled much of the social and political life. 


There are always certain rules that must be complied with 
before a person is by law allowed to vote. Today, all voters 
are required to register and state their party affiliation. For 
a number of years a tax receipt was necessary, but at the 
elections that took place during this particular period no one 


was permitted to vote unless he was a white free man twenty- 


one years of age.or more who had resided within the state at 
least one year, and in the election district at least ten ‘days 
immediately preceding the election. He must have paid within 





22. Ibid, September 23, 1846. 
23. Ibid, October 7, 1846. 
24. Ibid, October 21, 1846. es 
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- os 
two years a state or county tax and have been assessed at least 
ten days before the election. A citizen who had previously 
been a qualified voter of the state and who had moved away 
and then returned and had lived in the election district and 
paid the taxes was to be entitled to vote after residing in the 
state six months. White free men. between the ages of 
twenty-one and twenty-two—who had resided in the election 
district ten days were permitted to vote although they had 
not paid taxes. r 


No person could vote whose name was not on the list of 
taxable inhabitants furnished by the Commissioners, .unless 
he produced a receipt for the payment, within two years, of a 
state or county tax assessed agreeably to the Constitution, and 


gave satisfactory evidence either on his oath of affirmation. _.. 
or the oath or affirmation of another that he had paid such a 


tax: or on failure to.produce 4 receipt, he had to make oath 


to the payment thereof; or if the claimed a right to vote by 


being an elector between the age of twenty-one and twenty- 
two years, he disposed on oath or affirmation, that he had re- 
sided one year next before his application, and had to make 
such proof of residence in the district as was required by the 
act. His name then was to be inserted in the alphabetical list 
by the Inspector and a note made opposite thereto by writing 
“tax” if he paid the tax or ‘age’ if he voted because of his 
age.75 

Lebanon and Dauphin Counties formed one judicial dis- 
trict. The President Judge was elected by the people and 
traveled from court to court. The Associate Judges were 
appointed by the Governor and had:to be residents of the 
county in which they were appointed to serve. As was noted 
on the list of civil officers, the Associate Judges were John 


Shindel and Samuel Daubert. These men, natuarlly, were ~ 


candidates for re-appointment. Besides these there were 
four other candidates. From these six men the Governor 


_chose two of the inexperienced candidates, namely: Henry 


Carmany, Esq., of Lebanon Borough, and William Rand, 





25. Ibid, September 10, 1845. 
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Esq.. from Swatara. These appointments were ratifled by 
the Senate on Monday, March 15.28 


The annual County Convention of the Whig party met on 


Monday, August 23, at Reinhard’s Hotel to select a:ticket for- 


the coming election. The meeting was organized by selecting 
John Stine, Esq., president, and Andrew Henry, secretary. 
After the signing of the usual pledge and the choosing of 
candidates resolutions were adopted. They agreed to the 
following resolve of their nit brethren of Franklin 
County: 


That as citizens of a free State, they are opposed to 
the acquisiticn, by the United States of any further 
territory that may hereafter be erected into one or more © 
Slave States: and. they view with alarm the manifest de- 
signs of the present National Administration to extend . 
the limits of the United States by a treaty with Mexico, 
without any restraint upon the progress of Slavery in 
that quarter. : 


They regarded the leading measures of James K. Polk oe 


calculated to array different classes of their fellow citizens 
against each other in strife. They also claimed that he aimed 
to subjugate the Free States to the power and control of the 
Slave States, and that he sought the destruction of the best 


interests of the free white laborers to enrich those who held | 


their fellow beings in bondage, and that he was hostile to the 
welfare and happiness of the American people, and to the 
honor, peace, and stability of the American Union. They ac- 
cused the National Administration of plunging the country 
into war with Mexico without the intervention of se ee 
and. then furnishing the Mexican Nation with a general, i 

the person of Santa Anna, to resist the progress of the Aeon 
can Army. They suggested a Whig National Convention, —~ 
constituted as similar conventions have been heretofére, pro- 


vided tried and faithful standard-bearers were chosen. They. 
recommended the holding of the convention at Philadelphia; 


26. Ibid, March 20, 1847. Aad 
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4 _ 
the purpose of which was to be the selecting of candidates for. 
President and Vice President, to be supported by | the Whig 
Party of the United States at ¥ next Presidential ¢ election.?7 $ = 


In order to prevent a reoccurrence of the episode’ that faced & 
them at the last election. committees of vigilance were ap- 
pointed.28 It was their duty to spread the proper political 
information before those of the opposition, who” may have 
wavered in the ancient faith, and to awaken a spirit of zealous - 
and devoted exertion among the working men of the party 
and effect a complete organization of the district. % 


Since the preceding year eee Democratic party: had elimi- * 
nated much: of the party strife; and accordingly ‘when"they 
met on Monday, September 6, they presented tothe voters of | 
Lebanon a unified ticket. * ts volunteer system that had ~ 
been used the-past year ha@ not been successful and was 
therefore abandoned.?° 3 


The; returns of the election held on October 12, 1847, show 
tHat tHe Democrats carried the Borough of Lebanon, hut as 
usual the Whigs carried the County. Shunk, the Democratic 
candidate for Governor, carried the State, and thus won the- 
office the Whigs were determined to rescue.?° 


The local spring election held in March, 1848, showed no 
unusual results as the Democratic party carried the Borough. 
In this election a new office was listed_on_the ballot; that of 
Corder of Wood. This office was established by the Legis- 
lature during the 1847 session. It called for the election on 


. the third Friday of March and annually thereafter of a Corder - 
or Measurer of Wood. It was to be his duty to cord or 


méasure any wood sold or offered for sale in the Borough. © 


 Heiwas to receive ten cents for each cord) seven cents for each 


three-fourths of a cord and five cents for any less quantity. 


: If the wood meastited did not meet the Subang, the seller 





Dv. Ibid, “March 13, 1847. i 
Teg vedz Weal Motavous tiee!7 ree) ere Teepectioe 
“They were to be reappolated each yeor. 

pr ceprember 4, 1847. 


(28.7 
29.  lebasce:- 
30 








was to forfeit ote-hall ar oer amount of. the ‘value of: the’ , ra = 
bah a cate. a 

Until this time the ‘Whig. notices baat ‘tp read: “Whig” 
County Convention ‘or. the: , Democratic Whigs -of Lebanon’ 
County”. The notice. = for this. coming. ‘county ‘meeting. was. 





changed, foretelling’ the: transition. ‘period which the ‘Whig seapste: 3 
party was to pass ‘through: The notice péad “The citizens of hea 
Lebanon’County, friendly to the sélection of Taylor, Fillmore, ee. eae 
and Middleswarth”. cited ae ae 

he local Whig: Coavention 1 met on. July 31, at Reinhard’ Ss. ; Bee 







Ha f>The ¢ delégat sifelf that it was the duty of the Govern- 

eprotect “its"titizens, 30 claimed.” ‘protection in.favor‘of , 

tialeed d States labor against t thes pauper: ‘labor of Europe. They. A eas 
oppésed the veto pec 2 aoa monarchial ‘and arbitrary Power, wre ites oe 
tending - to: ee eee ‘influer encevot § governmentiin’ 1 ies 
one man,. . They. em phatically opposed the extension’ of that 
institution ‘that. gives: ‘one. ‘man inthe South who, owns: five» 
hbundred’slaves a vote equal to: ‘that: ‘Of: thre ee hundred’ ‘citizens : 
of free e states. They also recommended the formation’ of Tay- 
lée'Clubs*in each township for‘ thé more ‘perfect « organization” Rs 
of the Whig party and tc to enable their friends to'act with more - ae ae 
perfect success.32 a 





At this next State election, i in addition to the regular officers | 
to be elected, there were to be elected an ddditional Director AP ee 
of the-Poor, for‘one year, ‘anda Governor: for three years to Same 
All the unexpired term of Governor: Shunk, who had resigned al 
July 9 because of poor. rhealth.33 - ee . o 

The results of the'election held on Octobe: 10 showed that = ™ ory 
the Borough. as usual. “voted Democratic, while the ‘County 
favoréd- the’ “Whigs. “The Presidential. “election was held’on-. 











Navember 7, ‘eikGam carried. oe sees aca with 254 votes 5 
against Taylor’ 8 ae UN rat : a gE ie = 


Under: the. Constit 
had d the authority’ toy Dé 
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; \ & 
It can readily be understood why this method of passing local 
laws is wasteful in time and money to the taxpayer. Often the 
time of the whole one hundred members of the Legislature was 
taken up for days on subjects tHat interested only one borough 
or county. Why should other divisions pay for the time spent 
on only one division? Or what does a representative frcm the. 
other end of the state know of conditions'at the opposite end, 
Whenever practicable, general laws should be adopted and 


the application left to the. Courts This would: help: to cut 


down the length of the session and “expenses, and would be 
more justifiable to all. This po ney ‘was adopted by the Whig 
party as one of the planks of platform. 35 


The Democratic County Convention. met at the Public 
House of Jacob Moyer in Lebanon on ‘Monday, August 20,. 
1849. The delegates were convinced more and. more. ‘by the 
experiences of every: day ie principles embodied: in the 
Tariff of 1846 and the Indepestd ent Treasury Law were those 
conducive to the welfare and prosperity of the country. They 
were fitm and determined enemies of all class legislation, and 
looked: upon‘it as one of the modes by. which power is con- 


pe) Re 


_stantly stolen by the few from ‘the many. They opposed the | | 


unwise and immoderate increase of banking capital and-held 
fast to the doctrine of restricting existing-banks and charter- 
ing no new ones. They deeply sympathized with the people 
of Hungary in their struggle for liberty. They recommended 
to the Democratic party of this county to cast their votes for 
Jacob Kreider for the office of County Commissioner. Since 


he never had been a partisan they regarded him as honest, 
capable and efficient; therefore, they-felt it their duty to de- . 


cline nominating any candidate to oppose him. They regarded 
with detestation the idéa that this country could solve the 
slavery- -question and its difficulties by disunion 5° 


The local: Whig County Conventiga convened on July 29, 
- and expressed.t the sentiments which'v were adopted. . Its mem- 





“Sa Tel dey 18, and Septembor 9, tesa. Ly . _ 
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~ LaBANON: Its Econosac. Poimean 


AND. SociaL- DuveloPMENT °° Ce Bae 
bers favored the return of the Tariff of 1842 and ‘the protective : 
principles of. the revenue system, the ‘protection of, the Tabor cane 
class and American industry, the admission of California aa.“ 
free state, theelection of judges. and -the restoration: of yee 
specific duties in the revenue acts of the>general: government- Ne 
of Pennsylvania. They opposed the extension of: slavery to ‘ ed 
any new territory, the non-protection of the manufacturer, 
workshop, and labor,-and the extension of. slavery ; ‘to the. 
territory added to Texas from Mexico in the treaty of. Guada- 
loupe Hidalgo.37 


The next year.when the Deoaeaes met. Rie found it in- 
expedient to Sickie candidates for. County. Surveyor aad 
Prosecuting Attorney. .They. favored the principles-¢ ‘adopted: ” 
by the Democratic National Convention held in-Baltimore. in 
1844 in reference to the tariff and other na mm I'measures. as: ae 
the ones best adapted ‘to the welfare’of the various. classes of The ee: 


people. ‘They regarded. the course pursued by. the, “Abolition- a Sale “am 





a 


ists and Ultra-Southern fanatics as perniciqus to ‘the’ ‘Union. © SS 3 
They felt a dissolution of the°Union would’ jeopardize: the 5 
cause of freedom and.embroil the nation in anarchy. They - we uZ 
_ affirmed the principles of non-intervention; They. foped | that. is 
their Democratic friends throughout the state would 3 not’elect ie 
any man as a candidate forthe Legislature who would” not oy 
pledge himself to go into caucus.35 ; Ss 

ieee 


This next election was- unique because of the fact. ae fot 





» Rf. 


the first time in the history of Lebanon and even. of Pennsyl- ee 
<a 
vania, people were given the: opportunity, 2) elect an Auditor aor, 


General, a Surveyor General, a Prosecuting: ‘Attorne ;and.a 


U 
eg 
flit, 


Mir ges? 








County Sutveyor. Besides that, the ane ‘had teffe € oppor-- a B 
tunity of expressing their wish on the question: SE-po ‘po ee x ee eee 
election of the-judges-as an-an amendment. to the-€ stitution. bo 8 Wee 









This amendment iad’ passed by this. Legislatur ured ihe | ae 22 3 
previous one and'w was 5 ore the people with the Geo roval 5 = rey a2 
of the BY hI party. Fhe zet retorns of the election a hel Octo bas oay 


vy. Lebcace, Courer,. Avgust 2,..1850. : “ fae 
38: lebanon Advertiser): September” 4, 1850. ny eee 
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3 a 
ber 8, 1850, show that the Whigs carried the County and the 
Democrats the Borough with the exception of Bibighaus, the 
Congressional candidate. e amendment was lost in th 
Borough, but throughout State the majority favored it.? 
At the next general election all the judges of the various dis* 
tricts would be elected by the local voters. 

In the Lebanon Courier the following points were set up by 
the editor as characteristics that should be possessed by the 
candidates for the judgeships:"honesty; undoubted integrity: 
moral courage: Armness of mind and purpose; strong common 
sense; capacity to draw just conclusions; legal training: the 
stamina not to be influenced by temporary clamor; great in- 
dustry, or thought of self; the mental power to follow truth, 
lead where it may; and entire sobriety.4° 

County conventions, meeting year after year, had never be 
fore met with such responsibility as was cast upon them this 
year. They had to accept¢andidates for the office of Gover- 
nor, Canal Commissioner, ‘five Judges of the Supreme Court 
for a term of fifteen years, and nominate a President Judge for 
Se wo (Lebanon County) for a term-of ten years, two 
Assistant Judges for a term of five years, and the regular 

' county/officers.41 :: 

As was previously stated, Pennsylvania was divided into 
certain’ representative districts. Under this arrangement 
Lebandn and Lancaster Counties formed one district. Up to 
this time there had been an understanding that each county 

- would suggest one candidate, or, if one of the.counties had 
* no aspirant for the position, they would allow the other to 
: nominate two. As usual, the Lebanon County Whig Con- 
| vention nominated a candidate and instructed the conferees 
to present his name as the candidate from Eebanon County. 


nes : When the conferees met, it was found that the delegates. from 
Soe —” Lancaster County insisted that the privilege be given them to _ 
. nominaté.two candidates since the population of Lancaster 


a oo County.” was. almost twice that of Lebanon. The conferees 
ade from: Lebanon, not wishing to lose Mr. Killinger inthe Senate, 


a Be Hah “S39. Uabanon sy es MW, 1850, cae : 
eect ae att 2s 18, 1853. dy ; 
ad - “ge: - ae 2 a 
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hesitated in ca aia to this request, but tty did go s0 far as mee 
to pass resolution conceding’ to. -Lancaster- County, the:tWo. Re 


~ 2 : 
. at 


Senators for the succeeding | term. This: “effort to. ‘prevent 


Ring od 










fai 2 


strife and “dissension. was unacceptaBle to Lancaster, who 9k 
nominated two candidates for the oHREt? 8 Sn 

The conferees from Lebanon who were elected to choose a re 
President Judge did not have any opposition. from.the Dau- . 


phin- conferees when they met fo choose a ‘ candidate. - Both ; ¥ on 
counties were in favar of the renomination of Honorable John . i. 
J. Pearson.43 | 

The Democratic County Convention met on ae 18, 
1851, and went: on record declaring that it was the duty ‘of 
every true patriot to maintain the Union of the Siates at ‘gll 
hazards, and regarded every one who acted to. ‘threaten its | 
integrity as a traitor. Fhe convention ‘declared that the . ~~ 
truest test of the sincerity of any man’s attachment to.the” 
Union of ‘the States was an. unhesitating submission ‘to the 
Acts of Congress passed at the last session usually. known as ' 4 
- the Compromise Measures.44 — oe 

-The returns of the election held on October 14, revealed — ies 
He this élection was usual in some respects and unusual in 
others. The County went Whig, whereas the Borough and 
the State went Democratic. The Democrats elected: allthe 
Supreme Court Judges except Ellis Campbell. The one 
triumphant Whig was Richard Coulter. | Mr. Killinger, the 
Lebanon nominee for the Senate, was. defeated-by the two 
Lancaster candidates, Messrs. Darrington and Kintzer.*5 

Previously it has been mentioned that :each election took 
place on separate dates. It should have been ‘mientioned, also, 
that each subject was on a separate. ballot. . _[t*was 3 not un- © ; 
common for the voter of Lebanon. ‘County. to; be’ ‘confronted ie 
with ten or. twelve slips. at each’ of the‘ different. elections.) =. =? 
Some ofthe cqunties had a single” ticket’, law; but: Lebanon \_ hot 
County | was notvamoag. them. Bécause- OF: ‘the:inflgence of.” me he eed 
Mr. Seltzer, the Lebanoai County Repeat in- ‘the Legis y a ee 
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43. Ibid. Avges?-22,- 1851. 

44, Lebanon - Advertiser, August ‘20, 1851. 
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lature, a bill was passed giving Lebanon County a single 
ticket. This change met with the approval of the people, for 
it made voting easier and morg convenient. ‘*® 
The recording of election again brings to the forefront the 
resolutions as adopted by each party. The Whigs favored a. 
protective policy, a general législation so that its advantages 
might accure to all, and general banking laws. They opposed: 
special legislation, amending the Constitution because they 
held it sacred and. inviolate, and new -Joans and increased 
taxation.47 The Democratic party favored the compromising 
measures and the acts for reclajming | fugitives from sexvice. or = 
labor, and the resisting of all’a attempts to‘renew the’ agitation 
eh of the slavery question, and faithfully abiding by and ‘uphold- 
ing the principles laid down-by- the Kentucky and Virginia , 
Resolutions of 1798. They declared that the war with Mexico 
was just and necessary and fiat they would sustain and ad- 
vance constitutional liberty § continuing to resist all mono-. 
polies and exclusive legislation.‘ 
This year a candidate was to be chosen to represent the 
. _ PES th-District of Pennsylvania in the Congress of the — 
United States. The district. -at~ this time,- comprised the_ 
counties of Lebanon, Union, Dauphin and the township of 
Mahanoy in Northumberland.49 This election was also the 
initial test of the single ballot. All the names were on one 
ballot with the exception of that of the Supréme Court Judge. 
It was not the regular time to elect a judge, but one of them 
had died and his place had to be filled.5° 
; The results of the election held on October 12 show that 
the County again voted Whig and the Borough Democratic, . 
although the Borough Democratic majority was the smallest 
in its history, a mere thirty-three. The Whigs polled 246 © 
votes as against 195 Democratic votes iff the Presidential 
election when Pierce defeated Scott.’ Hale and Julian each 
-® received one vote.52 Ned 
- 4b. Ibid May 2. 2 on Seer 
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; AND SOCIAL Development ~ 


The Whigs in session on August 1,.1853, went on record _ 
as favoring the abating of special legislation, opposing an-in-. 
crease of the State debt, and strictly observing constitutional 
obligations upon the people.5? The Democrats favored he 
sale of the Public Works if the State benelited From su 
traffic, prohibition of intoxicating drink, distribution of vublic 
lands to landless settlers, and a single Representative and 


Senatorial district. 53 


ie returns of the election held on ONGPS 11, show that 
a number of the county offices were uncontested. by - the 
Democrats. S -yotes were cast for the Free Soil ticket - 
- and twelve for the Native American, in addition to the eae ‘ er 
Whig and Democratic votes.54 : ee 


‘The lvesulty GF the election held om Mageh 17,1894: show - 
that the Whigs managed to elect the ief Burgess, ‘two - 
School Directors, and one Supervisor. Gradually the Whigs 
were securing a foothold in Borough politics. 
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The Democratic Whig County Convention met on August +H 
14, 1854, and voted to oppose the opening up of free territory oe 
to slavery, the admission of new states unless they were free, ge 
any misapplication of the common school fund, the whole- 


ow 


caer 02" ow bee) 


sale pardoning of convicted criminals, and extravagant ex- 
penditures.55 


The sasniiderataadiog ‘of the Lebanon and Lancastér co Soe 
county, conferees on Senatorial election had. been adjusted, ae 
and this year each-county recognized the right of the other in : ee 
the choice of one nominee.®® sa re Ge 
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At the ‘regular October election there were fount three 
ballots: one for the state and county officers, one for Judge 
of the Supreme Court, and one for the prohibitory Liquor \, 
Law. For the uy time the County had not gone. "solidify. 





.- 52. Ibid., August 5, 1853. 
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Whig. About half of the. positions went to each party. 
Kunkel, although he lost inthe County,. had a sufficiently 
large majority . in the others to elect } im to Congress. Both 
Whig . Senatorial : nominees, Killingtr and. Shuman,- were 
elected. The Maine Liquor: Law, which would have prohi- ” 
bitéd the manufacture of liquor, failed to carry the State.57 


According to an act passed May 8, 1854, the Borough was 
to be divided, hereafter, into two wards, to bé known:as East 


and West. The division was to be the alley commonly known 


as Doe (Partridge) Alley, running north and south between 
Market and Walnut Streets. The Bast Ward was to hold: 
‘elections at the place’ now uséd, and the West Ward was to: 


-~use the jury room on the west side of the Court House. The 


officers needed to conduct the election i in the-new ‘ward were « 
to be appointed by the incumbent electibn officers to'serve until 
‘the following élection. The division nto wards was necessary 
because of the economic growth of tite Borough. 58 


Thus} the firsi decade_ under Oa He had come to a 
. close. “Diag the.ten years of the political history, a solid 
. Democratic administration had to concede some of the’ local 
offices to the Whigs. The complex ‘ballot system was elimi- 
nated and in its place a simpler ballot was made available to 
the ever increasing population. The growing community had 
to be divided into two wards with separate places for election. 
_ Eyen though - ‘the problem of slavery was demanding an 
answer’ in the not-too-far distant- future, both parties stood 
unied.in the. beliefkthat the union of states had to be pre- 
served.. The question of tariff, which was generally recog- 
nized Ass the. one plank that distinguished both | parties, was an 
__ issue. ‘that. was.determined by the well-being of the American 
. laborer, ‘and: ‘consequently. both+ocal_parties demanded_pro- 
“tection. - =-To the casual observer of locaF history, these events 
a2, cthemselves™ ‘may<appear to be. of little: importance, but in. 
"them: ‘lay ‘the seeds. that were to germinate in the\decade that 
- “follows... ; 
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In the second decade of the. petiod aes consideration one — : 
cat scarcely expect any. ‘radical changes. Progress. is, ‘after as 
all, a slow march. The affairs of government. and the, danger 
of internal strife. often: inder. any noticeable: ‘advance: | ‘But | 
even in the face of ‘dif ficulties “and the ‘threat of war, ‘seeds. 
that were born in the’ “decade before were’ destined” to Bear 
“fruit: si cet tH ra 4 a 


ms ‘ : = c a a2 eas 


EL he aa of Teel goverment in hes eginiing were little ~ 4 = 


SL ay 


affected by he. changes « ‘that. were threatening ; the: ‘nation... 
In its security, off the : ‘beaten path, ‘this’ small ‘community 
felt the. disruption - “A: éonsiderable. time- aftet it:had- made. ejits~ 
inroad -into_ national. affairs. The. ‘Jocal government, ‘turned ‘ Rive 
its attention to the -ereatior:-of new offices and the selection 
of capable persons to “fill: ‘such ‘offices. With: ‘the. creation of © 
two wards a new office was. formed on March. 2, 1855, ‘that 

of a Justice of the Peace. Thussanother political aspirant 


was given opportunity to have his wishes, gratified. 








Although ‘the first. ikling of a _transition took place’ ia 
in 1847, nothing developed. definitely untilithe year when the 
political viewpoint. opposite ‘to. that- of the: democrats. under- . - 
went a complete, change. -- The: old. Whig. party. was ‘disinte- 3 - 
- grating, and from the ‘ruins thereof.a new ‘party. ‘arose It ee 
was a combination, of alk: the: “opposition to the-Democtatic 2 
viewpoint—the: Whigs; =thé-American,: and_ the: Republicans. poate 
For a number: of: years th G the:members’ “¢alled“th ne themselves. fe=}\---}-:: 
Union or Fusion‘ pai ty ca: Whigs,” Americans, Rep e / 
cans. Eventually the-party see the Republican tasty 
under the: leadeeshini of eke ae gn ake oar en 
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The “Old Line Whig” County Convention met on ae 2, 
1855, and adopted resolutions. The delegates felt that domes- 
tic industry should be fostered agd: protected by the general 
government, that a preference ought always to be given | home 
‘productions over foreign ‘manufactures, that the pefmanent 
prosperity of the American.” working classes required 
their interests should be shielded from the pauper competi- 
tion of Europe, that the interests ,of all classes. required 
their country should not be drained of its financial basis by 
the encouragement of a system of over-importations, and: that 
to be truly “free and independent” they - ‘should’ be as free 
from the moneyéd as from the political power. oF foreign. 
countries. ~ They” regarded. the fepeal“of” the: Missouti- Com- 
promise as a deep wrong: comimittéed. upon the North, ‘and 


thought that the same ought: tobe. unconditionally: ‘restored<- 


They agreed that it was ‘the uty of the executive “depart- 
ment of the national government to see that its laws were 
observed and the right of the citizens protected throughout 
the e enfire country. They declared the unlawful invasion of 
Kansas by armed Missourians, for the purpose of suppressing 
freedom of speech, overawing the legal voters of that terri-. 
tory and controlling their election as a gross outrage which 
ought ‘promptly to have called forth the coercing power of the 
general government in protection of the rights of the bona- 
fide settlers of that territory. They regarded slavery as a 
_local institution, and while they did not-claim any right to 
interfere with jt in the states where it lawfully existed, they 


were opposed to its extension into territory which was then. © 


free. They looked forward to the improvements. of rivers 
and harbors: by the general government to complete the de- 
velopment ¢ of + their commercial 3 resources, -to facilitate inter- 
‘communication among~the’ several ° states and to: ep econnen 


the’ ‘bonds of ‘the Union.? 


At their June meeting, since » the Whigs of neeeten County 
(before the ‘coming election) desired a union “okall ‘the ele- 





ments sum the County ‘opposed to the” ‘present: corrupt. ona: , 


FEE Thad: ose’ 29, 1855. 
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Administration. oe wished: to present a united: ‘front: against. 
slavery: Aggression, ‘they. decided to “appoint” a_committee “of 
five Whigs to: unite with a ‘similar committee. to be: ‘appointed - * 
by the American’ “party. whose purpose it t should’ ‘be to. meet i 


sige Dp 


The Aineriedi’ Piecutive ounces Near the sffes Bp 

the * ‘Old: Line: “Whigs” and met in the Borough August. 11; 

. tp pass” “motions and resolutions to set up the machinery for 
the’ County Convention-to be: held August Ay | 


The ‘Whig. and. American , Convention agreed. tha the 
violation: of. the: Missoy ‘Compromise was an outrage. upon. 


S03 Ks 


_ the. whole. country, -without.- palliation of excuse, and -that « 
the. conduct. of t the’ Missourian ° rioters, under the law: ‘accom- eee 
plishing, that" ‘violation, showed that the only safety: ‘for. the’ aes ET 
-tountry” “was in: festoration . and in returning” to” the slave 
7 policy: which: was’ ‘advotated: ‘by ‘Washington;. Jefferson, and~ 

other. ‘fathers. of ‘the Republic. The removal. of Governor 
‘Reeder; “because: he. refused | to cooperate withthe ruffian 
‘defiers of-law. and: order in “Missouri, was considered by the 


convention a high-handed outrage.® ‘ 








The name Tniea ‘Party was given to ne new party Dy the. 
State Convention held in. Harrjsburg, March 26. The con- 
vention elected nominees opposed to the National Administra- | ae 

~ tion and called the ticket the: Union State ticket. The eae Ee 
group, thus assumed the name Union.® Es: 


-.The following words were used to. call together the dele- 
gates of the Union party for the convention: Tae 


. if All those. ‘opposed to the present corrupt National: *Ad- - or < 
" ministration,: and. its platform of. principles’ annouitced . at 


Cincinnati; ‘with its. ‘candidates standing ‘thereon; and who. oe es 


are ‘determined. ‘to tésist the extension of ‘slavery “into” ‘terri--— YE 
tory Ow. ‘free: “ang wee sympathize. ‘with the. ‘sénéiment=~ ae he 


x. 
2 RP > - 7 . 4 
en : ‘ res tea Ye 





“hye Athen dz. sass. eos ae oie 

& oe Neidige Rast) 72 1855. ce he a: 

2 SSI ie Hast 31 1855. : , . : Ra : 
ey -March? a4 456 £1856... 
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that we should Americanize our country by encouraging 
our own industry, and protecting “ourselves against fereig n 
influence in the policy zo administration of the gove 

ment. 
Because the convention represented the united voice and will 
of a large majority of the people of Lebanon County, the 
delegates declared an unalterable , devotion to. the - Union, 
and that any and every attempt. to impair its integrity, loosen 
its bonds, or weaken its hold on the, affection of the ‘péople, 
would receive their earnest condemnation’ ‘and: RecieN Spo. 
sition. They recognized the . Constitution’ ~of-the™ ‘United 
' States as the supreme law. of.the Jand “and: decidéd ‘that a 
strict and faithful-ad& erence: to’ all of its’ ‘patts was essential: 
_to the preservation " of -their national: horior. and prosperity. 
They deprecated any: and every: ‘attempt to violate ifs’ pro- 
visions or annul its restricfions and limitations. “They invited 
the oppressed of every land’ toa Participation in the. benefits 
and blessings-of-their free institutions. - They proposed not 
to interfere with the rights acquired by. foreign-born ‘citizens. 
__ They wished to correct. the frauds ‘practiced upon: the ballot 
boxes, to elevate American labor, ‘to promote. American indus- 
try eles foreign’ competition, ‘to: ‘prevent. the introduction 
of a citizenship on a level equal with the ; paupers: of Europe, 
and to cling to their model constitution. .” ‘They opposed the 
attempt made by the nullifying accessionists of the Southern 
States to revive the cry of-a dissolution of the Union. They 
believed*that the renewal of the political agitation of -the 
slavery question, based upon the repeal" of the Missouri 
Compromise, raised an issue of slavery extension or slavery 
‘restriction. . They. also bélieved that the: opening of Kansas 
to the introduction. of slave. Tabor,vand: the consequent degra- 
' dation, of free labor by. thé: repeal: “OFS ‘the. ‘Compromise: Act, 
which had. been acquiesced in’ as constitutional and expedient 
by-all- ‘parties since 1820,. an 1 which? aM Buchanan pro- 
* posed. tc to extend: to. the: Pacific in. T846;: $a criminal out- 
“tage upon’ “right. and. justice. ro seared 
“decision,” they decided ‘that. thes 
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sented’ to: the pecans 


_ and one person as Clerk of Orphan: Court. LO veda, ave 









abolished’ ‘where ‘it® ‘then e Set 
whether: the: Fugitive: ‘Slave: Law. eee aa 
clearly defined and understood. bythe Nodes 


were SS 


to ‘be whether slavery: was ‘to be=ex 5 Srpetrate St 
under the patronage and. ‘connivance of the’ eee 
ment ifto territory | then free: On: that isgué. ‘they agree ed-with " 

‘Mr. Clay, who said that “no power on earth ‘shall’ induce us. 


So ote rel AP LRT G® $ i sh. 
rez, 
iF) = 


to. vote to extend: ‘slavery where | it: does not: “now. « 
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ena ‘the rule of culliscen tad to. » entice "he fi : 


and illegal enactments of the pretended 1 Kans: as Legislatures a co 
ted: * 


The returns of thé: elestion for, ‘President ‘of E the. a! 
. se BY Ae Tyee 
States resulted. in a  Demiocratic victor yabecaiise’o ‘of ‘the apposts 


tion, the -American and the: Republican parties,” oputy the 
votes between ° Freemont. and Fillmore. 9” ; 









Upon checking on the previous se Chernber: “election, it: “was” 
found that one year was elected a Register. Sof. Wills"a "and 
Recorder of Deeds, and a Clerk of the’Orphans ‘Court’ ‘and’ 
Quarter Sessions; the next year a Prothonotary;. ‘and: the year ~- 
following no election gf these officers took: place... 4 Tn. ‘order’ 
to equalize the duties, “2 bill was.pased by | the: ‘Legislature | ‘on. 
April 8, 1857, stating that at every, election: tri-ennially there 
shall be elécted one person as Pz ‘othonotary- and: ‘Clerk?of = 
Oyer and Terminer, one pezson as Clerk of Quarter Session 


and Recorder-of Deeds, one person. as Regiter of: Wills. 





J J. Pearson, the President Judge. of Tebadeh gad Dike Bs 
Counties, was. suggested as a “possible ‘candidate: “for “th Feat 


8.. Ibid., Secnaiabaried 1856 

9. Ibid., November. 7s yasé. . 
The" Borough vote. wan o8 fellowes 

Porty =< ~.. 

Gathioet Union “= sae 
Fillmore — ,.Unlon_ - 25 
Filtmote.*- Straight: -Ovt 
_ Buchanan: “Democratic 


Mes 
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nominee, he refuse 


At last the much discussed Padject of the State Public 
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Supreme Court, but when asked by the delegates faihe-a 


d to bea candidate. 11 


Works was no more. On June 26, they were -sold-to-the 
only bidder, the Pennsylvania Railroad, for $7,500,000.00. 
These works included a long stretch of canal; a double-track 
railroad from Columbia to Philadelphia, eighty-one miles 


long, and a railroad and a_tunnelt through the Allegheny — 


Mountains. !? a8 | .f 
The delegates to the Union County Conve ntion which ae 
in August, 1857, declared that itWas a necessity to maintain 


an honest ‘union of the element of opposition to “Logofocoism™” _ 


in ordér to achieve their greatest principles: the. purification 
of the ballot box, the protection: of American labor, changes 
in the naturalization laws to gotect natural-born citizens, 
the non-extension of ‘slavery gver free territory, and an 
honest and economical administration of the government. 
They regarded the sale of the public improvements yet be- 
longing fo the Commonwealth’ asa necessity, because they 


felt the Commonywealth was not a competent competitor for 


the transportation of freight and passengers against incor- 
porated enterprises. They heartily approved of the first, 
third, and fourth proposed amendments to the Constitution. 13 


—— ey 
11. Lebanon Courier, April 3, 1857. 
Mr." Pearson presented 10 Mr. Guilford, of Lebanon,- the following letter: 


To the delegate fsrom Lebanon and Dauphin. Counties: . ‘ 
Gentlemen: ue a3 ave 
Should my name be brought before the Convention as a nominee for the 
| Supreme Court,}4 beg of you to withdraw it in the outset. ; 

. Having. been elected by the people of this district as President Judge of the 
various.courts for a peslod of ten years, | am unwilling to withdraw from that 
“station until the time shall have’ expired, unless. dissatisfaction should be ex- 
-pressed by those who select me. Hitherto, our relations have been of the most 
friendly character, and ! will nat be the first to sever them by manifesting on 
_ ambition to. fill another and higher station. Accept, gentlemen, my assurances 
of my highest regard. G 
ie ee 9 Yours etc., ~ 
Jno. J. Pearson 


12: Lebanon Courier, July 3, 1857. 
13. Ibid.,.:Avgust?28, 1857. 
These proposed amendment? erm o0 ge ; } 
. {1}. Limit *State-(debt: to. 97 y,WNN- not to include Invasion or 
thes sinking: fund'te, Nauidote, present debt) 2 *e ke reation, of 
12); No. county, was to, be, ily ded by: ne_cutting off over one-tenth of it ay 
_- * gonzwithout assent, of The county.) of its popula 
._Q) = Concerned. Philadelphia.” 2-93 ~*~ Be ae on Mone Pe crow 
» (4) ic Legislature was to: hove the power to alter, revoke, or annul any charter. 
Locofocofm Is the name alven py. : the Whigs. to: the principles of the Democratic 





a 





. Straight Out movement “received: twenty-six. votes 


“AND. ; SodiAL She ernie ae fe 


fom ase 


The erste? of the’ election held. on Qctober’ 13; 1852, show 


that. besides. the” “regular” Democratic and : ‘Enion-v 


Road Wr a Reg ae 






K eager 


‘Ward, twenty-five i in the- “West, and one “‘hurldred and righ. 


two: in the County as awhole.- "> RAS ee Sent eS. 
‘The opposition. to the Democrats was Now “composed. of the 
American Republic party, the American party, and: the Repub- 
lican-party. -The County. Convention’ of. 1858, composed of 
these three ‘patties, ‘agreed: that. ‘they. -as- representatives _ of 
the® ‘Americans, ' ‘Republicans, and-people « of Lebanon. County 


opposed ‘the National Administration “because ‘of its: -plighted 


faith in’. sustaining popular ‘sovereignty » in local affairs, ‘its 


“ despotic’ ‘and fraudulent’ ‘Locompton’* "Policy, its ‘extravagant 


and useless. expenditures ‘of | the. =. public 1 money, its creating: “of - 
a public: ‘debt in time of. peace: “without making provisions: for 


‘its. liquidation, its: duplicity 1 in: demanding“an entire ‘payment 


of revenue in gold. and. “yet: ‘issuing: ‘millions “of. treasury notes © 
based-upon an empty ‘treasury, its neglect c ‘of the just claims of . 


‘domestic labor ‘and of adequate: ‘protection to our Home labor, — 


and because of its bowing to the ‘dark’ ‘spirit of slavery. “They - 
believed that the people must:be sovereign in their own local 


affairs. They favored a tariff of ‘duties on- imports which 


would afford sufficient revenue ‘for the support of an eco- 
nomically administered government, ‘so arranged as ‘to afford 
the best protection to Ameriéan labor and: productions against 
foreigh ‘competition, | They advocated changing ‘the. natural- 
ization laws, and were strongly in favor of throwing. safe- 
guards around the’ballot box, so that: the rights of the native- 
born citizens would not be destroyed By Rtettes wiles and 
influences.14 

For years the Whigs had waited for an: 2. opportunity to * 
control - the. ‘Borough: Council. At last it had come. Mr. 
Weidle. resigned‘ as Chief. Burgess, -and J Mr. Daiigherty.. the 
assistant; filled > vacancy. ‘As the ‘Democrats hag had thre 
members and thea position: three,-Mr. Daugherty. rty. held: fd the | 
deciding - vote; and: ‘since: 2 he belonged * td the: = opposition. the. “3 
Whigs had. at. Jast obtained their sa 15 Lata 


4858: : 









Pe benen! ‘nected, JeRaE 
“¥5. Lane erenbe a 4958. 
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At the aiise of the County Convention representing the 
opposition to the Buchanan -administration, the delegates taok 
pride in reaffirming their support of, and attachment to, the . 
principles and policies to whidh 
of Lebanon County had clung ‘for many years: ‘past.- They 
opposed the course pursued by Mr. Buchanan and his officials 
in oppressing free-state men in Kansas, in over-awing the 
popular elections, and in attempting to impose upon | them the 
“odious and oft repudiated Lecompton constitution.” “They” 
held further that the people of Kansas: were entitled: toa 
speedy admission into the Union under a constitution fre- 
publican-in form, and adopted’BY them in a legal y way. They 


“opposed the doctrine avowed by the Administration thatithree -_ 


See te pee apart - «22 


a large: majority. of the people i 


times as many inhabitants are e required to ‘qualify a free, state 
for admission as a slave state. They saw no-security”for an 2 


honest election franchise: exc§p 


t in the complete reformation 
of the naturalization laws.18 < i 


After the start of the CivikW ar the transition period had 
progressed so far that-the word Whig is forever lost. -The 
held in September, 1861, was a People’s Union 


Convention open to “All who support our present National— 


Administration in its effort to maintain the constitution and 


enforce tHe laws of the land and preserve - unbroken the 
The Convention was put in an 
uproar when Joseph. Coover, a. delegate from Jackson ‘Town- 
ship, presented the following preamble and. resolutigns: 


Whereas, The government is now engaged in the 
prosecution of a most righteous war for its own preserva- 
tion, against those who have taken up arms to overthrow 
it, and it is, therefore, important that all tHe people, with- 
out distinction of party, should be united in its’ support, 
_and believing that this can be best attained. by the nomi- 
nation of a Union ticket, ‘composed . of’ ‘Republicans. and 
Democrats upon a platform sustaining t the ‘adniinistration 
in its efforts~to suppress _ ‘the “rebellion, maintain: ‘its 
authority, and preserve: -the: ‘Union: ‘of the States.2 as sug- 


16. Ibid., August 27. 1859: 
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~~ gested in the address just read, therefore, Resolved; That, a0 
this Convention issue _a call, inviting the” Democratic: 


party to unite with us to select a Ticket of the character“. 
above referred to. _ a: 9), Gating. ~ 
.. Resolved, That-the Convention-adjourn. sine,.diee = pees 


The question on the resolution that was before the Con- 
vention caused much confusion. _A_vote\was taken. ~ After- | 


e wards delegates declared that they had not understood the -. . 
question or that they had voted under misapprehension. ¢Fhe ". = 
_ convention was called to order‘and a second vote was-taken.. 
This time it was voted down. After the remainder ofthe ; 
_ business was conipleted, they decided that in the “perilous - sre rae 
- hour of their country’s history, when their free institutions‘and: 3" 2 ere 
_ their very existence as an independent nation were threatened, . ~~~ - 
‘they would discardrall mere’ partisan: consideration, and‘they-. =" ; 
invited the, people of Lebanon County ‘to stand by and-sup- . 





port the men and measures devoted ta a vigorous:prosecution | 
_of the war, and the maintenance.of the Union and the.Consti- ©. 520 


vin 


tution in their original integrity. They approved: and-en- 
dorsed the National Administration in all its efforts to ‘fulfill tees aay 
its constitutional duties in putting ‘down the wicked.re- - | 
bellion.17 ee yeeey | “2 
The other faction of*political thought, favoring a union of 
Republicans and Democrats, organized; any one who was not 
satisfied with the People’s Union ticket was invited. to join 
them. The Republicans and Democrats each met. separately 
and then held a joint meeting. They decided to put away 
political issues for the duration of the war. None ofthe can- 
didates solicited a place on the ticket; each was chosen‘forhis .- 
fitness.1& 7 get TEs 
The results of the election held October 8, 1861, showed 
e: 


that the People’s Union ticket was-defeated in every-instance 


asa 
en\ oh 
by the opposing combiration of the Republicaas‘and-Demo-="|" = — 


crats. ss 4 OUTS. in Benge ee 





"17. Ibid., September 5, 1861. Sayegh. vmrmmmienenie Ft Dak 
_ 18, Ibid., September 12, 1861. POs ela 
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The Union County Convention, meeting in 1862, decided 
that in that dark and trying hour of their country’s history, 
when a terrible civil war was spreading ruin and distress over 
their oncé happy and prosperous country, and was threaten- 
ing with destruction their very existefice as an independent 
nation, they would call upon the people of Lebanon Ccunty 
to stand by and support the men and measures devoted to a 
vigorous prosecution of the war and the maintenance of the 
Union and the Constitution in their original integrity.!9 


The results of this year’s election revealed that the Union 
ticket carried the election with scarcely any effort, therefore 
defeating the Copperheads, as the Democrats were then 
called. 


On March 26, the Lebanon Loyal Union League was 
formed. Members opposed the Copperheads and favored 
loyalty to the government. They contd rooms on the second 
floor of Mr. Kendall's building on Cumberland Street and fit- 
ted them out for their purpose. On May 5, they adopted a 
sonsgieuonrand by-laws. 2° 


~The 1863 Union. County Convention, trusting that the 
members: represented the intelligent and loyal citizens of 
Lebanon County, declared their determination to uphold the 
government in its efforts to maintain itself against the assault 
of traitors. They had no sympathy for, nor alliance with, 
treason in any shape or form. They felt that the soldiers in 
the field should be allowed to exercise that inestimable right 
of a free man—the right-of suffrage, and, therefore recom- 
mended that all loyal citizens vote for the proposed amend- 
ment to the Constitution that would permit the soldiers to 


| Although the Knights of the Golden Circle and the Copper- 
heads had ‘united to oppose the Union party, the new group 


, digi not have enough power to carry the County. 





19. Ibid., October 9, 1862. : 
20. Ibid., May 7, 1863. 
21. Ibid., September 10, 1863. 
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The Town Council in conjunction with the County: Com- 
missioners held a special election on August 2, 1864, to per- 
mit the people to vote on the following amendments: - 

1. That soldiers should be permitted to vote while in 

the army. dvehs- He) 6 he ' 

2. -That bills in order to pass the Legislature, must have 

only one subject expressed clearly in the title. 

3. That the Legislature was not to be allowed to pass ~ 
bills granting power or privileges in any case where 
the authority has been or-may be conferred upon 
the Courts.?? : : 


9 


When the Union County Convention met in 1864, dele- 
gates decried the-refusal of the southern demogogues to sub- 


mit to the will of the majority of the people, fully expressed, . 


and declared it to be the cause of the present cruel war. They 
expressed confidence in 'General Grant, amd recognized 
General Sherman as a: first-class peacemaker. dhey ex- 
pressed full confidence in the President of the United States. 
A. G. Curtin, Governor of Pennsylvania, received their high- 
est commendation for his devotion to the rank and file of the 


army.23 


In the national election which followed in November, they 
made good their pledge of supporting Lincoln by giving him 
2 majority of eight hundred and ninety-two votes in the 
County.24 This was part of the landslide that was character- 
istic of the entire nation that carried the Republican party into 


ascendency.?° 





22. Ibid., August 11, 1864. 
Results of the voting: 





: East West Total 
Amendment one fore (2. JAR. Bee 197 148 345 
. QQQIMst nn. .eeeoceereee oe ceca Me 56 59 mets 
Amendment two Fn re 203 49 252 
QO nen ccttneeeeeceeece cece 141 47 208 
Amendment three FOG -n...------n een 201 49 250 
AQOI St anne eee ett 159 4> 208 
23. Lebanon Courier, September 8, 1864. : : 
24. Ibid., November 17, 1864. — : — 
25. Results of the election: 
Lincoln McClellan 
Bast anni ee 229 218 
eS 193 
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The decade from 1855 to 1865, despite the war, showed a 
very noticeable progress. Most noticeable among these 
achievements was the stabilizing of the political parties into 
the Republican and the Demograt as they are known today. 
It was through these groups that affairs of local, state, and 
national interests were brought to the knowledge of the 
citizens of the Borough of Lebanon. The Missouri Com- 
promise, the slavery question, the Civil War, the draft for 
military service, and continual support to the President be- . 
came vital issues for party platfornis. As comparison is made 
with the decade which immediately preceded, it is evident 
that the Borough of Lebanon was rapidly becoming part of 

> the national fabric. It is also evident in Lebanon’s support to 
the Whig-Republican Party that the political policy was 
being formed which.would determine the practices far into 
-the next century. . re i 


» 
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CHAPTER III 
THE SOCIAL ASPECT 


Just as the economic development demonstrated the pro- 
gress of the Borough and ‘the County of Lebanon, so her 
social. history further indicates that_strides for the welfare 

* of her people were being taken. As her population grew, & 
the needs of the people were met by the consideration of a : 
town meeting hall, a library, public markets, public education, 
and festivities which became the chief leisure-time occupation. 


One of the first expressions that showed that the early, 
community was interested in the welfare of the group is 
demonstrated in the interest of the erection of a Town Hall, - 
a place where all might gather for meétings of general in- 

- terest’or where any group whose general interest was the 
welfare of the entire group, might meet. | 


Many. communications for and against the subject were 
printed before anything definite was accomplished. A public 
building for meetings of public character is a necessity in any 
community. Until 1847, the Borough had used the County 
Court House. The County Commissioners then passed a 
resolution excluding the Town Council from the room here- 
tofore used. -It was suggested that if ground in some central 
location could be purchased at reasonable terms, the money 
could be raised. by issuing one hundred shares of stock at 
thirty dollars per share. The lower floor was to be rented 
for a store and offices, one story was to be for a public 
library and reading room, or was to be rented out to one 
of the societies that flourished during that time.? 


On. the other. hand there were some who opposed _pro- 4 we 
gress. They raised the question: 2 a s sg 





1. Lebanon Courier, March 6, 1847. 


2. Ibid. April 10, 1847. 4 mes «Se 
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Now, what in the name of common sense and economy 

do we want with a Town Hall? Have we not a good 

and substantial Market House, in the central part of the 

borough, and good enough in gill conscience, for meet- 

ings, lectures, etc. Why, then, should our citizens put 

themselves to such a useless expense as an erection of 
a Town Hall would necessarily incur? 


Such questions as these could not be settled at once. It 
was evident that it would take a greaf deal of lobbying before 
the Council would be forced to build 4 Town Hall. Many 
people, after deliberate consideration of the facts, realized 
the necessity for a hall and the lack of it so far. Those in- 
terested in the Town Hall had Mr. Lehman draw the blue- 
prints so that whenever needed they would be ayailable. 
The drawback to the commencing of the work was the fact 
that no one was disposed to invest money, and very few of 


the property holders seemed to manifest any interest in this | 


matter.3 


In tracing the erection of the Town Hall, it is intresting 
to note how many unknown and unforeseen things alter a 


person's viewpoint. When the subject was first mentioned, - 


the editor of the “Lebanon Courier” was one of the most 
outspoken in favor of it. Yet, by September 16, he has 
suffered a complete change of mind and opposed the erection 
of anything resembling a town hall. By March 24, 1849, it 


. was decided to build a hall, and this time he again favored 


its erection. It was to be built on Market Street opposite the 
Lutheran’ Churclf, by Messrs. Jacob Miller and John Elliot. 
The first oor was to be used as a Town Hall; the second 
and third were to be used by the Sons of Temperance and the 
Odd Fellows respectively. 


It is to be regretted that the Town Hall passed into the 
hands of private individuals who let it out to societies or used 


it for business. However, during the time that the Town 





3. Ibid., August 7, 1847. 
4. Ibid., May 29, 1857. 
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Hall was in existence ir served its purpose well. So effective 
had it served its purpose that later through the good graces 
of Mr. Funk, Lebanon again had a town hall where lectures 


and concerts could be had without begging or paying for the’ 


privilege. He had fitted for that purpose _the large third- 
story room of his new building which taok the‘place of a 
town hall supported at public expense.® 


In the cause of social progress a public library was the 
next consideration of paramount interest. At one time the 
Borough had had one, but that was so long ago that even 
the oldest inhabitants were unable to give any information 
about it. The suggestion offered as to the method of es- 
tablishing a library was quite unique. _All of the various 
societies of Lebanon were to cooperate and have each mem- 


ber pay one cent a week. With the total.membership of the. _ . 


societies being about six hundred, -the/plan would result in 
the collection of $300.00 per year. That sum would buy a 
great number of books. Stock subscriptions at the cost of 
one dollar per share were sold to all interested in participating 
-in the-establishing .of the library. The stockholders met in 
United Hall on Saturday, May 24, 1851, to form the Wistar 
Library Company. A committee was ‘appointed to draft a 
constitution and by-laws, and to have the company incor- 
porated.? On June 9, the constitution and by-laws were 
adopted, and a committee was chosen to collect subscript- 
ions’ In order to secure efficient functioning, a board. of 
managers was organized. The board consisted: of John 


Krause, A. C. Wedekind. and J. W. Mish.® © 


It is interesting to note that in the interest of public edu- 


cation, by an act of the State Legislature dated April 14. 
- 1853, provision was made for a common school. The build- 
ing to be used was that of the Lebanon Female Seminary, 


located at the southeast corner of Walnut and Water - 





5. \bid., December 23, 1858. 

6. Ibid., February 17, 1849. 

7. Ibid., May 30, 1851. 

8. Ibid., June 13, 1851. 

9, Ibid., June 27, 1851. Eis oe 
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Streets,!" and was to be taken into the possession of the 


School Directors of Lebanon Borough after they had paid 
four hundred and fifty dollars which was due the Lebanon 
Academy by the Seminary. It;was further stipulated that { 
the Seminary should never hereafter be used for any purpose ‘ 
whatsoever except for educational purposes. !1 


Coincident with the founding of the library, education was 
given some attention. So that the young might receive an 
education beyond that of the cémmon school, Swatara 
Collegiate Institute was founded, thus assuring additional 
educational advantages. ‘The cornerstone of this institute 
was laid on August 20, 1858.12” The following year. the 
Roman Catholic Parochial School was established by . the 
ma j Reverend Antonius Grundner, O.S.B.V.M. with an enroll- 

| ment of twenty. The tedchers for the first few years were 

lay members. The school wag located on Walnut Street 

where St. Joseph's Hall was situated until May, 1942, when 

it became the present site of the National Catholic Com- 

mittee Ser aee United Service Organization. This location 

is between Ithe People’s National Bank on the northeast: 

_corner of Eighth and Cumberland Streets and St. Mary’s 
Roman Catholic Rectory and Church. 


The interest that Lebanon had placed upon formulated 
knowledge found expression in the organization of the Leba- 
non County Medical Society, which was organized March 
14, 1847. Although a holding of sessions was discontinued 
for a few years, since its reorganization on May 10, 1851, it 

+ has continued to the present day. It is particularly note- 
worthy that the Lebanon County Medical Society was ef- 
fective before either the state or the national societies had 
sprung into being. Before they had been given a pattern for 
a scientific organization, they had established their own. 


As the Borough grew, provision had to be made for the 





B : _10. The names of the streets at that time were different from what they are today. 
Today's Fourth was East; Fifth, Center; Sixth, Elizabeth; Seventh, High; Eighth, 
Walnut; Ninth, Market; Tenth Mulberry; Willow, Water; and Walnut, Hill. 
3 11. Laws of the General Assembly of the Lomencanys oun of Pennsylvania. 
> ie 12. Lebanon Courier, August 27, 1858. 
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conducting of markets. Lebanon did not always-have three 


markets at different hours of the day as is the practice today. 
There was a time when the market was held in the vestibule 
and on the steps of the Court House. ; This method after a 
time, became unsatisfactory and forced the Commissioners of 


Lebanon County to adopt a resolutiqn stating that after*~--~ 


March 3, all hucksters would be prohibited from occupying 
the steps or the vestibule of the Court House for the purpose 
of vending or retailing of any kind.13 


Although the question of thatkets, had been discussed at. 


various times, nothing definite had been accomplished on the 
establishment of them until 1862. The Borough Council had 
its regular March meeting at which the members unanimously 
resolved to take measures to establish a regular market and 


appoint a committee.to report at the next meeting.14 The- 
committee that was appointed to look into the matter sub-,, 


mitted a report which was adopted April 22.*° The regu- 
lations established permitted stalls to be let to the highest 
bidder by the first Saturday in May. The west side was 
let to butchers. and the east to farmers. Furthermore, if all 


the stalls would be taken for one dollar, a wagon could be . 


“backed up to the curb on the east side of Market Street from 
Walnut Alley to Spring Alley except the part opposite the 
market house. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
were designated as market days. The market was opened 
at six o'clock on Tuesday evening and closed on Wednesday 
morning at ten. The same hours were observed on Friday 
and Saturday, Storekeepers were prohibited from buying 
to resell, and the seller had-to sell his own produce. 


Another question which demanded attention was that of 


fire-fighting. In 1852, one church, ten houses, and seven 
stables were destroyed because of an insufficient amount of 
water. 16 


— 





13. Ibid., April 2, 1845. 

14. Ibid., March 27, 1862. 

15. Ibid., April 24, 1862. 

16. Ibid., July 30, 1858. ae 
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Over a period of-many years many attempts had bé@®n 
made to incorporate a water company but with no success. 
Such an attempt occurred on January 22, 1845, when Mr. 
Eyer, the Lebanon Representative, introduced in the Legis- | 
lature an act authorizing thefGovernor to incorporate the _ 
Lebanon Water Company. For some unknown reason the 
bid was never reported out of the committee.1* 


When the citizens realized that the extent of the fire was 
due to the lack of water, they determined to renew their ef- - 
forts for the formation of a water ‘company. A public meet- 
ing was held pursuant to getting water into the two boroughs 
of Lebanon and North Lebanon, It was decided to procure 
the services of a competent engineer to examine and ascertain 
whether a sufficient supply of water for the two boroughs 
could be had and.what the probable cost would be. .The » 
-people of the Borough decided that in case North Lebanon 
would not cooperate, they wolld proceed by themselves.!5 
The report of the engineer on the waterworks estimated the 
cost at $72,600.00. Stoever’s Reservoir was to be used and 
another one ;was to be built near Shaffer's spring eighteen 
-feet higher ie. Hill Street crossing Market Street (or) 
the highest point in Lebanon.}9 . 


It was apparent that the Perseverance Fire Company, 
which had been formed May 12, 1849 and incorporated on 
April 14, 1854, was unable to take care of any great con- 
flagration. Accordingly the Hook and Ladder Fire Comp- 
any was organized on May 24, 1862. The company erected 
a fire house for their apparatus on Market Street between the 
residence of Joseph Bowman, Esgq., and. Mrs. Rise’s Hotel. 
The wagons, hooks, ladders, and other’equipment arrived in 
Lebanon on June 8. The outfit had been ordered for Atlanta, 
Georgia, but the manufacturers were unabie to deliver it be- 
cause of the war and were-glad to sell it to the local company. 


At about the same time the Washington Mutual Fire In- 


/ 





17. Ibid., January 22, 1845. ’ 
18. Ibid., August 27, 1858. 3 
19. Ibid., October 22, 1858. 
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surance Company was chartered by an act of the Legislature 
signed April 21, 1860. This company continues to conduct 
its business at 43 North Eighth Street (second door from 
Willow). Eugene Hoaster is the ,present agent. for the 
company. ee 


Thus by insisting that a water company be organized at 


public expense, by the founding of a volunteer fire company, 
and by establishing a mutual fire insurance company, the 


Borough of Lebanon within the space of four years had _ 
erected a safeguard against any conflagration such as the - 


citizens had experienced in 1858. 


In the interest of their wellbeing, the erection of gas works 
and the supplying of gas for commercial use was considesed. 


Although there had been agitation in Lebanon for a gas. 
company for a,number of years priar to the eréction of the 


gas works at the North Lebanon Firnaces, it was not until 
March 29, 1856, that.an act was passed by the Legislature 
incorporating the Lebanon Gas Company.?° The directors, 
atter considerable trouble, were prepared,to let contracts for 
the erection and the completion of the Lebanon Gas.Works 
with pipes through the streets, during the last week of Febru- 
ary, 1857. There were to be one hundred service pipes and 
one hundred meters. The works were to be located at the 
northwest corner of Twelfth and Cumberland Streets, which 
is today the site of the service department of the Lebanon 
“Valley Gas Company. ‘The pipes were to be extended 
through Cumberland Street to the east borough line; from 
Chestnut through Market to the Canal; and from Chestnut 


on Walnut to the Lebarion Valley Railroad depot. .The . 


length of the pipes to be laid was to be 12,000 feet. The 


capacity was to be 10,000 cubic feet in twenty-four hours. 
The contract specified the cost at $20,000.00 with one half 
in cash and the balance in stock.*1 ; 


Following the lighting of the streets,. botirds were ] put up ~ 





20. Ibid., April 15, 1856. ns 
21. Ibid. February 27, 1856. ht 
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at the corners with names of the streets on them so that the 
streets might be easily identified.?? 


A resolution was adopted by the Borough Council forcing 
everyone owing property on any’ street sixty feet wide to 
have the sidewalks paved and curbstones set in place. These 
walks were to be of flagstone or brick,*% and had to be laid 
according to the grade specified by the Borough. The 
Borough was willing to bear its share as they decided to pay 
for the laying of .walks on Market Street from Strickler’s 
Mill to Owen Laubach’s on the west ‘side, and from the 
Quittaphilla to the railroad on the east. To beautify the lot 
behind the Court House trees were planted, even though 
many of the sterner citizens thought it would encourage 
loafers during the hot summer days if a shady siete! were 
provided. =? 


’ 


With the progress which was so evident one would expect 
that the population would show a decided increase. The 
census of 1840 listed the population at 1860, whereas the 
population of 1850 was 2180.75, By 1860 it had increased 
by more than one hundred per cent, for the total population 
was 4444.28 With this increase it became necessary to ex- 
tend the boundaries of the Borough. This was done by an 
act of the Legislature passed on the ninth of February, 1853. 
The Borough limits were extended to include the town of 
East Lebanon. The new boundaries coincide with what is 


-now Lehman Streets from Seventh to Front on the north, 


Front Street on the east, and a short distance north of where 
KWinth and Tenth*merge on the south. The western boundary 
remained at Sixteenth Street.?7 


This growth necessitated the organization of a police de- 
partment. ‘The ordinance passed December 14, 1853, ordered 
the employment of a captain-and three patrolmen whose duty 





22. Ibid., March 26, 1858. 

23. Ibid., May 26, 1854. 

24. Ibid., April 24, 1847 and April 7, 1849. 

25. Ibid., Jonuary 3, 1851. # 
26. Ibid., August 28, 1862. 

273 laws, of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
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it was to patrol the streets every hour from sunrise to sunset. 
Twelve months-later the force was reduced to the three 
patrolmen, and because of further insistent complaints of the 
town people the number was reduced to one patrolman on 


May 19, 1855. So 


Amidst the division that existed because of Political r rea-~" 
sons, Only unity was manifest in community activities, chief 
of which were the parades and picnics that were held. A 
typical example of this unity was found in the celebration of 
the sixty-ninth anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. Scarcely had the town clock finished strik- 
ing the hour of midnight, changing the day from Wednesday 
to Thursday, when piactically all the bells of the various 


churches pealed forth their announcement of the appending» 


celebration. The band with brilliant torches cqntinued to 


play until about. of o ‘clock. “The v sips. Sunday Schools - 


celebrated the day by ‘going on picnics to the different 
“woods” close to the town.\The Temperance Society gave 


the two military companies of the town, the Washington . 


Riflemen under Captain John Weidman, and the Independ- 
ent Guards under. Captain Uhler, a free supper, after which 
the public enjoyed a beautiful display of fireworks in front 
of Mr. Lehman’s home.?§ ee 


Another example was the celebration that marked the sur- 
render of the Mexicans at Vera Cruz to the United States 
Army on March 29, 1847. Ata town meeting of the citizens 
held at the Court House on Wednesday, April 14, the ar- 
rangements for a celebration were made. The town was to 
be illuminated on Monday, April 19, commencing at eight 
p.m. and continuing until nine-thirty p.m. No bon-fires were 
to be tolerated, and a vigilance committee of ten persons from 
each ward was to be appointed to see that care and propriety 
was observed. All the bells of the town were to be rung at 
six in the evening.29 The townspeople responded better 
than was expected. Almost every house was pa 





28. Lebanon Courier, July 7, 1845. 
29. Ibid., April 17, 1847. 
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illuminated until nine-thirty after which the men formed a. 
parade and after marching through several streets halted ‘in 
front of the Court House where appropriate speeches were 
made™’.30 


Even in the celebrations that attended political success no 
division was known. Perhaps one of the best examples of 
camaraderie when one would expect animosity, was the cele- 
bration following the November election of 1848. The 
victory was celebrated with a free suppeg and a torchlight 
procession and bonfire. The procession was formed on Wal- 
nut Street about six-o’clock. It moved through the principal 
streets preceded by martial music. Not+less than fifty large 
torches were carried” and as many “transparencies”. These 


Z 


“transparencies: ‘and ‘“‘mottoes” were displayed ‘in a tasteful 


manner and were in. every way appropriate. There .were. 
several hundred persons in line. andjcounting outsiders at 
least four hundred ‘‘good and trie Taylor men” participated 
in the festive occasion. After the scene of the bonfire was 
reached there was a salute of fifteen guns fired in honor of 
the fifteen states that voted for Taylor; three more for the 
gallant County of. Lebanon; and “three times three” for 
Pennsylvania. A large pole, about thirty feet tall, had been 
erected, oiled well, and wrapped with cordage. It burned 
beautifully and reflected the light a great distance. Supper 
was served to about three hundred Whigs and _ their 
friends.31 It is of particular interest that nothing insulting 
to their opponents was to be allowed. The noise and con- 
fusion that occurred after the conclusion of the festivities 
was regretted by the leaders of the Whig party but ‘was 
beyond their control’. Considering the difficulties to be 
overcome in a small community like Lebanon, the whole af- 
fair passed off with “eclat’’.3? 


Thus in this little community off the beaten path of national 
fc. men and’ women were rapidly becoming aware of the 
social responsibility that each owed to the other. Because 





30. Ibid., April 24, 1847. ‘ = 


31. Tiles people were called prospective Taylor men by the Courier Editor. 
32. Lebanon Courier, November 25, 1848. 
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of their interest the institutions that-have been the dynamos 
for education were made possible. The town meeting hall, 
the public library, the common school, and the Catholic 


school were established. Within a score of years, banded 


together, the citizens insured themselves agaifst the ravages 


of fire by insisting that a water company be organized;.by be-- - 


coming members of a volunteer fire company, and by support- 
ing a mutual fire insurance company. To make their com- 
munity more beautiful, sidewalks and curbing were laid, and 
trees were planted. Street-lighting was pravided from dusk 
until ten o'clock, which necessitated the organization -of a 


gas company. Established hours and places for marketing. 


farm produce eliminated the selling of produce in the public 
square or the Court House steps. All of these advances 


made the community more beautiful than it had been trans-. 


mitted to them. The rapidly growing community remained 


“intimate enough to enjoy community celebrations. In the 


social development that characterized the two decades under 
consideration the Borough of Lebanon maintained the stand- 
ards which she had set up for herself in her political and 
economic achievements. 
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THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


In the political organization of the Borough and the 


County, Lebanon had shown that she was well able to estab- 
lish herself as an integral part of the nation. The same 
factors that had made her a part of the body politic national- 
ly were demanding that she demonstrate. that she was also 
able to establish herself economically. Communication with 
the region beyond her limits had to be developed; because 
of the increasing expansion banks had.to be founded to care 
for the wealth and the establishment of credit, as work on 
the farms proved inadequate industries had to be extended. 


It- is in this field of activity that Lebanon demonstrated that, 


she was not remiss in taking strides that were national in 
¢ 
their character. 


The economic development was largely dependent upon 
the building of a railroad. The first step in the procedure 
(of establishing) the actual construction of the road was the 
granting of a charter. This authority rested on the Legis- 
lature and to this end petitions had been sent, praying for 
the granting of a charter for a railroad running from Har- 
risburg to Reading.! For a time the bill seemed to be 
doomed because many of the legislators were afraid it might 
interfere with the revenue of the State Public Works.? But 
after petitions had been circulated and pressure applied; it 
was found, that in the end, the bill had passed both Houses. 
A railroad was a necessity for Lebanon because of the fact 
that the outside products were, for four or five months of the 
year, shut out from them, and for the same reason their pro- 
ducts, both agricultural and mineral, lay on the hands of the 
local dealers until spring. regardless of demand. This bill, 

_rechartering the Lebanon Valley Railroad, was actually a 
revival of the original charter passed April 1, 1836, when 





1. Lebanon Courier February 10, 1849. 
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John Krause, Esq: was the Representative from Lebanon 
County.2 The section of the act which referred to the 
charter gave the Lebanon Valley Railroad Company the 


authority to construct a railroad, provided «work was com-. 
menced within five years and completed -within ten years . 


from the passage of the act.4 


The construction of the railroad passed through many 
stages until the road was finally completed. The stage. that 
the Lebanon Valley Railzoad was passing through at this 


period was that of the selling of stock and the surveying of 


-a route. The harder of these two was the raising of money 
to finance the survey.’ The response was not so enthusiastic 
as it might have been, but eventually enough was received 
to start the surveying. By October 25, 1850, the work had 


been completed as far as Lebanon on the way to Harrisburg.-. 


According to the first report of the initial sufveying, the rail- 
road was ‘to be fifty-six and.one-fourth miles long or four 
and one-fourth miles longer than. the pike. The cost was 
estimated at $1,462,576.70.° f 


It appears that the Lebanon Valley Railroad suffered re- 


verses in the matter of selling stock. One suggestion to help 
remedy this condition was that the farmers along the right 
of way should take stock for the damages to their land, and 
have the cities of Harrisburg, Lebanon, and Reading sub- 


scribe to a certain amount of stock.6 The company finally 


overcame all the obstacles in its path and now progressed at 
moderate speed. The citizens of Lebanon met on April 22, 
1853, at the Court House and planned for a county canvas 
for subscriptions.7 The canvas was made after the Supreme 
Court had upheld the principle of municipalities subscribing 


to’stock8 which had been authorized by the Legislature. The. 
bill gave the corporate authorities of the City of Reading, the: 


—. 





b* 


Ibid., May 26, 1849. 

Ibid., April 26, 1850. . 

Lows of the-General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Lebanon Courier, January 10, 185). 

Ibld., January 21, 1853. 

Ibid., April 29, 1853. ; ese 
Ibid., September 8, 1853. 
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‘ = 
County of Lebanon, and the Borough of Lebanon the right . 
to subscribe to shares of the capital stock of the proposed 
Lebanon Valley Railroad. Lebanon County was to be per- 
mitted to buy four thousand dhares, while the Borough was 
to be allowed two thcusand. If the County and the Borough 
were to decide to subscribe it was to be their duty to hold an 
election, after four weeks’ notice, to decide whether or not 
the voters of the County or Borough wanted their incorporate 
bodies to subscribe.2 The Lebahon Council authorized an - 
election to be held on June 29 to decide whether the Borough 
was to subscribe to $50,000.00 of the capital stock of the 
railroad.!° The vote was 283—97 in favor of thé sub-_ 
scription.!!_ Nine years later, in 1862, the Borough, because 
of the complaints. of the high taxes, was, forced to offer for 
sale the remaining bonds that had been purchased in 1857. 
They were sold to Messrs Drexel and Company. The 
amount received from the sale. was used to redeem the bonds 
against the Borough amounting to $20,000.00.12 


The Lebanon Valley Railroad in its final location was to 
leave the main tracks of the Philadelphia and Reading Rail- 
road opposite the freight depot in Reading. It was to cross 
the Schuylkill River just below the mouth of the Tulpehocken, 
and pass near the villages of Sinking Springs and Werners- 
ville. There it was to turn to the south of the Borough of 
Womelsdorf, pass ‘south of Stouchsburg, Mifflin’s Harbor, 
and Myerstown, and enter the Borough of Lebanon parallel 
with and north of the turnpike. After being joined by the 
North Lebanon Railroad it was to pass near Annville, 
Palmyra, and Hummelstown, and cross the Swatara River . 
at the mouth of the Beaver Creek, about seven miles from 





9. Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
10. Lebanon Courier, May 20, 1853. 

11. Ibid., July 1, 1853. 

12. The sale Included the following: 
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Commission per share 121. __... “sr $2.50 
$19425.00 - 


Fin 





























set -es ES ere DEE aye 
, ADSI VRS ASR eed sD Se ar mg Fahy PS iad 
Pret: tale oy 35 BK petite Pte egg aety, 


> 
We ‘ 
“he 


LEBANON:. Its Economic, POLITICAL 5): a: 
--AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT x es: 


Harrisburg, its western terminus. It was to enter Harris-. 
burg by “Poor House Run” and end at the junction of the 
Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, and Lancaster Railroad.- The 
whole length was to be fifty-three and one-half miles. 
Thirteen miles were to be level; the-sise-westward-was:to.bg Re 
four hundred and ninety feet and the “descent four hundred os 
and forty-one feet. There was to be a double track.1 fe 


- On Tuesday, March 21, a locomotive: for the Lebanon 
Valley Railroad was brought from -Reading and placed on. ey = 
the tracks in the vicinity of the “Narrows”. The next day 7 
it was run to Lebanon.*# Freight trains started running on 
July 6, with One passenger car attached. On June 29, the 
frst locomotive made the through trip by rail from Reading 3 
to Lebanon.15' On July 13,. trains commenced -regular - — 
trips.16 By November 30, cars were.running on the -Leba- 
non Valley Railroad as far as Humntelstown, and on January 
18, the road was opened to Harrisburg.*? The telegraph 
line accompanying the railroad was in operation as far as 


Lebanon by December 18, 1857. f 


_ The Lebanon Valley Railroad was not destined to remain 
a distinct unit for the reason that in February, 1857, Mr. 
Killinger introduced a bill in the Senate to merge the Lebanon 

Valley Railroad with. the Philadelphia and Reading. This 

bill passed both houses and was approved by the Governor 

on May 15, 1857. Even though the Lebanon Valley Rail- 

road had passed out of existence as such, in its passing a 

greater was to take its place, by which the exchange of com- 


modities would be greatly exteneded. 


Coincident with the chartering of the Lebanon Valley 
Railroad was the chartering of another railroad in Lebanon 
County, the North Lebanon Railroad which was to run from 
North Lebanon to the Horse Shoe Pike, a distance of five. 
milés.18 The charter of the North Lebanon: Railroad was paw: «Es 





13. Ibid., August 4, 1854. 
14. Ibid., April 10, 1857. 
15. Ibid., July 3, 1857. 
16. Ibid:, July 17, 1857. 
17. Ibid., January 22, 1858. Ca 2 
18. Ibid., April 5,~ 1850. ; fe : 
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given to a number of men and their associates, any two of 
whom could open the books for subscriptions, _These men. 
were to organize a company by, the name, style, and title of 
“The North Lebanon Railroad Company’”’, subject, of course, 
to the provisions of the act regulating railroads. The capital 
stock of the company was to be two thousand shares at fifty 
dollars each. The company was to have the right to increase 
the stock anytime it was necessary in order to complete the 
road. They were also to have the right to construct a rail- 
road from a point at or near Colenian’s Furnace in North 
Lebanon to a point at the Shoe Horse Turnpike in South 
Lebanon Township, at or near the ore banks situated in the 
township. The road was to follow as direct a route as 
possible.?9 | 


The North Lebanon and Comwall Railroad met with no 
such obstacles as was experiehced by the Lebanon Valley 
Railroad. After a preliminary’survey of the route and cost 
of construction, authorized by the board on July 6, 1852.2° 
the work was begun during the last week of March, 1853.21 
The contract’ for the construction was let on October 10, 
to Messrs. McGran and Company of Lancaster.22. Under 
the new plan the railroad was to run six miles, instead of the 
original five, from the Canal to the Cornwall Ore Banks.?3 


In order to remain within the law, an act was passed by 
the Legislature on the eighteenth of April, 1853, to extend 
the time of the beginning and completing the railroad. The 
company was«to be given two more years in which to begin 
actual work and five to complete the work.?4 | 


The first “burden car’ for the North Lebanon Railroad 
arrived in Lebanon from York during May.?5 Some time 
during August the new locomotive arrived, and during the 





19. Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
20. Ibid., July 9,, 1853. 

21. Ibid., March 25, 1853. 
22. Ibid., October 14, 1853. 
23. Ibid., August 12, 1853. ; Me 
24. Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
25. Lebanon Courier, May 19, 1854. 
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first month of. operation it carried two hundred and fifty tons ' 
of ore to the Canal from the Cornwall Ore Mines.?® 


The success of the North Lebanon Railroad was the lead- 
ing factor in the development of industries—other than farm- 
ing—throughout the Lebanoa Valley>:. Chief-samong: theses... 
was the development of the iron industry, an industry which 
was to remain and continues to remain one of the chief in- 
dustries in this locality. Because the ore from the highly 
productive mines at Cornwall could be moved to the nearby 
center of population, Lebanon was destined, in-an exceed-. 
ingly short time, to pass from a struggling agricultural region 
to one of shops; mills, and factories. 


One of the first results of the railroad was the building of 


the first anthracite furnace- in Lebanon County, near the - : 


Borough, by Meégérs. Coleman. The, engine and. blowing’ . 
cylinders were of sufficient capacity to blow two stacks of 
fourteen feet “‘bosh”. The metal produced was best suited 
for the making of iron bars. The ore obtained from the 
Cornwall Ore Mines for not more than three dollars was 
- sufficient _to make a ton of bars. The furance was situated 
on the Canal, by which anthracite coal could easily be ship- 
ped. The output of the furnace was eighty to one hundred 
tons of bars per week.?7 


The progress of the iron cad Bry? was given another boost 
by’ Messrs. Coleman when they commenced the erection- of a 
larger foundry near their furnaces in North Lebanon for the 
purpose of manufacturing heavier castings. This new foundry 
helped the prosperity of the “whole community by bringing 
money’ into circulation. by increasing the demand for agri- 
cultural products, and by giving employment to all classes 
of mechanics. In addition to this new foundry, they planned | 
an extension at Cornwall and the erection of a rolling mill to - 
be built the next summer at. North Lebanon.?3- i~ 





26. Ibid., October 12, 1855. 
27. Ibid., February 6, 1847. » 
28. Ibid., November 18, 1848. i 
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£ On the other hand there were some who opposed this in- 
3 eee Tacs believed that. 


ite 


ms the spirit of enterprise and§ improvement aio sadly 
interfere with our quiet ways and old-fashioned habits; 
the noise occasioned by manufacturers would perhaps 
seriously affect the nerves of some of our retired citizens 
. Our people are quiet souls and the rumbling of 
seh, oe machinery at night would distrub ‘their rest at night. 
Then, too, a boiler might burst .occaSsionly and that 
i would be.a dreadful thing! Why, the furnaces lately 
“! erected. by the Messrs. Goleman, near our town, 
paw frightened more than one of our good burgesses ‘who has 
Stag aa ele ‘gazed upon it at night. ri 


Pr 


The North Teva Etiaraeeals are entitied to tHe brett of - 
erecting the first gas, works infLebanon County. ‘About one 
. hundred burners were used tclight the furnaces, foundries, 
7 ' -and principal dwellings. These burners uséd one thousand 
: cubic feet of gas a night. The estimated cost of the instal- 
lation of } | the works and fixtures - was three thousand 


dollars.29 : dig foie oa Tea 


Ag has been stated, the Union Canal, which passed 
through North Lebanon Township. near the Borough of 
Lebanon during the nineteenth century, and parts of which 
today form the northern boundary of the City of Lebanon, 
played an important part ofthe business of this period. The 

g veport dated Lebanon, May 6, 1847, shows that the number - 
of boats that passed the Summit Level of the Canal from 
April 17 to May 1 were two hundred ‘and thirty-two. These 
were laden with lumber, shingles, coal, iron, flour, wheat, 
corn, whiskey, leather, eggs, and seed. During the same 
period two hundred and twelve passed going west partly 
laden- with merchandise, fish, salt, plaster, iron, iron ore, 
and limestone. 30 The report from ES 15, to May. 29 in- 
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29. Ibid.,.May 9, 1856. Deyn of mee 
30. Ibid., May 8, 1847. ure 
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cluded. two. husidred and forty-eight boats -éaist;: and “two . ie Ea 


hundred and. fifty-two west, or a total 6f five -hundred.31- 
Thus it can be seen that approximately: nine: hundred: boats ; vy 
per month passed through the canal during ‘the months that’ 
it could be used.32 > en PM Reseie pete ewe ‘sally he Yes 
To take care of the increased business it was necessary j 
to enlarge the Canal. This enlargement .was necessitated 
beausé of the fact that the canals that connécted ‘withthe = 
Union Canal were being enlarged. If the “Union: Canal te 
would: not be enlarged, the products would have to be-re-. + 
moved from the large boats, loaded on the smaller boats, and ee: 
then reloaded onto'the larger boats at the other end of this é 
section. During this period the canal was enlarged to Pine- . 


grove and Middletown, and the work was begun on the re- © 
mainder. bs Ow) & 2 ra Ses . ,. 5 : “ee . 's 7 ‘ae FE 


Because’ the railroad ‘had proved Rudeatints to take ‘care ; 
of all the goods that had to be transported,. plans were made : 
for the construction of a plank road: from-Lebanon to-Manz © + s 
heim. After the stock was all sold, work was started. by Mary |. ee 
Mifflin, an experienced engineer in such work.33 One track Ay a ge 
of this toll road was-completed as far'as Cornwall, by January. vay 
7, a comparatively short time.?4 The terminus was. Light's - ee 





Landing at the Union Canal. The.road’ passed through'the | 
Borough by way of Mulberry (Tenth) Street to Manheim. : ae 
In 1853 the Company received permission to construct lateral’ es 
branches to the ore mines at Cornwall. In 1864 a‘supple- 


mentary act permitted Cornwall to be the southern terminus.” ‘ 
‘An industry independent of those™ started by: ‘Messrs.’ es s 
Coleman was the Weimer Machine. Works. It*was:Jocated- aang ee: 


“just north of the Lebanon Valley Railroad; ~construction was - eee Lk 


- ay. ESS £54 Herey Pe ees ee ES ee neh ON GPRS ; ve “ : 

commenced on October 1856 and completed afew days-atter |= - (72 2- 

_the start of the newyear.2> By December 1861" the plant: -\ - Pt ee 
Rie e Bs ; : 5 ‘lise Se ye Bah ieee 
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31. Ibid., June 19, 18474, Ss bas ‘ Aan Oa Mao, Gaia ieee \ om 
32. This .canal, was’ seventy-nine- miles long and ‘joined ‘the Susquehanna ‘at. Middle- - | 
ne “town to the: Schuylkill-ot Reading. = ( AOE AN a 
33. ‘Lebanon Courier; May 28, 1852-. ioeet tb: : se am ae 
34. Ibid, January 7,° 1853. i ’ Vea at Se tert 
35. Ibid.,’ January 23, 1857. a Pee Migs 
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3 . he , > 
was producing ten rifled cannons per week. A year later it 
produced a breech-loading twelve-pounder cannon that 
could fire fifty” times in four minutes. 


In 1845 the only industry in ‘Lebanon was the foundry 
owned by Dr. Phreaner, and the only steam power was the — 
engine connected with it. By theend of the decade, in addi- 
tion to the Weimer Machine Works, the Dudly Furnaces, 
the foundry of Messrs. Mutch and Foster, Messrs. Major's 
Foundry and Machine Shop, -Lash’s ‘Boundry and Machine 

eo. a Shop, Boyer’s Steam Saw Mill, The North Lebanon Steam 
Mill, Longacre and Gable’s Bicone Wopréar and Sash Factory. 


were erected. 


Piece ath of the trade. would no iver ts consist of the 

. exchange of farm products—agriculture. having: been trans- 

planted by the iron industry—it bgc ame necessary to establish 

banks as a means of credit’ and ane The existing bank, 

known as the Lebanon Bank, hadiits charter renewed in May 

1850 for a period of fifteen years. By the terms of the 

; _ Charter ‘it became the duty of the directors of the bank to 
; hold a stockholders’ meeting to decide whether the stock- 
‘holders. were to pay the remaining ten dollars per shares 

unpaid on/the stock heretofore subscribed.or to permit five 

hundred additional shares to be sold for forty dollars per 

share.36 ‘ 


The original charter had been granted by an act of the 

Legislature dated April 1, 1831. The books had been opened 

_ *o receive subs¢riptions on June 20, 1831. The directors 

organized on September 19, and the organization was ready 

ang Ninth? Street where the face aint room of the Weimer 
A (deals Hotel is‘ now located. In 1864: a National ¢ Charter was 
A Reet g secured under, the name of the ‘ ‘Lebanon’ National Bank”, 
othe iS. which’the institution still uses’ ‘today. Ufnder\this new title 
ching 0 9 ve the . directors | ‘heldtheir first ‘meeting on. January. 16; 1869. 
ee. ee The bank ze is ding & business: in its present home: on the 
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northeast corner of Ninth and Cumberland Streets. 

A second bank, the Lebanon Valley Bank,’ was. incorpor- 
ated by an act_which became a law without the sigiatire ~ 
of the Governor.37 The bill liad been preséented:to him on. 


limit. The company was organized May Zin after ‘receiv- 
ing the charter on April 24.5° The’ bank was. Jocated on 


April 29, 1857, and he did: not ‘Tetank eS he taeda 


Market: Street almost opposite the United Hall, one door 
south of the Post Office. This bank. today is located on. 
Cumberland Street near Eighth: and is known as the First 
National Bank. | | ae? this 


~ 


_- Even though politics was. consuming the major portion of 
interest among the people of Lebanon County, Lebanon was 


expanding economically. . It was ‘during this periad-that ‘the 9° 


came apart of the Philadelphia and Reading. For ‘the. first ; 
time in the history of Lebanon County: products could: be . -- 


- Lebanon Valley Railroad was established. which Jater‘be- > 


carried to the main market-thoroughfares‘of commerce.” By © -— 
rail they found their way to Harrisburg and’ Philadelphia. - 
Regardless of season, which -had ‘proved.a hazard before the 
railroad had been established, ore could be transported, and 
therefore Lebanon was gradually transformed into a center - 
for the iron industry. TheColeman Furnace, The Weimer 
Machine Works, and a half dozen other smaller industries 


were developed.during this period. With the-railroad,: the 
telegraph was established. The first plank road -was: also 
built to care for the transporting of goods not covered by. 
the railroad. Likewise it became necessary to enlargé the 
Union Canal. The. prosperity, whichwas-enjoyedénecessi- - 
tated the renewal of the charter of the Lebanon: Bank and ; 


gave rise to. the etsablishment of the new Lebanon Valley . 
Bank. . E il Cty eed 
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37. Lebanon Courier; May15, 1857. 


38. ibid., May 30, 1857. ~-. les ce 
39. Ibid., April 30, 1857. oe nore 
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CHAPTER V : 


THE WAR EFFORT 


Even though war was imminent, Lebanon—as well as all 
of the North—was taken by surprise when Fort Sumter was 
attacked, Friday, April 12, 1861. "There was no military 
organization to answer the call of President Lincoln on April 
14 for seventy-five thousand militia, It took little time, how-. 


‘ever, for Lebanon to prepare for the struggle. Major Em- 


bich’s old company of artillery immediately. took steps to. re- 
organize with the idea of offering its.services to the. Federal 
Government.!_ By April 25, twoscompanies, under Colonel 
E. G. Lantz and Captain Wiliam M. ‘Derr, Esq. were 
organized, in addition to the Lebanon Guards; under Captain 
John Ulrich (later called Company’ G). which was mustered 
into the Fifth Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers on Sun- 
day; April 20,-at Harrisburg. _This company’ was an -out- 


. growth of: the mass meeting held on Thursday, April 18, at 


the Court House. After organizing and adopting’ resolutions 
and after the conclusion of the speeches, an opportunity was 
offered ta those present to hand in their names with the 
amount they were willing to give to organize a company and 
support the families of those who volunteered. After the 
z Subscriptions were totaled, it was found they amounted to 
* $4565.00. Mi. John. Ulrich, the express agent, then ex- 
pressed his willingness to raise a company. The rolls were 
opened and sixty-three men n responded immediately. 


He On Bedad a committee waited upon the Secretary of 
- State’ (the Governor being absent from Harrisburg) who 


said-that it was doubtful whether the Lebanon Guards could. 


_be’ received in this requisition. On. Saturday . the ‘committee 


SnD the’ Governor and asked that the cae ‘be 





1. iebenan Courier, April 18, 1861. 
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accepted on Moaday. but the ede stated that Monday 
would be too late. and.that if it wanted to. be accepted with 
this requisition, the rolls would be held’ open “until. Sunday 
By the time the~ reply was received it was Saturday” noon. 
Clothing had to be made, and domestie-arrangements. had-to~. 
be completed consequent to a long abserice, but by fve = 89 > 85 
o'clock the company was assembled at Funk's Hall. Here ie 
the group was presented with a Bible, and many’ individuals . 
received. revolvers, Bibles, and other remembrances from =. ** 
their friends. . The Company. then marched to the residence oe 
of Colonel Shirk, where a largé flag was raised. Captain 
Ulrich hoisted the\Stars and Stripes while the choir sang 
“The Star” Spangled Banner.” Reverend ‘McCarter then , 
- addressed the ‘soldiers. Following his remarks, the soldiers SC ge 
marched to the. ‘Lebanon Bank, where - another flag was. ‘gaised i 
- and prayer offered ‘by. Reverend Stocktom: ‘Fhe men ‘then. 
_ proceeded to the station where a large crowd had assembled wa 
to see them leave. One hundred and eight men presented | 
themselves at Camp Curtin to be sworn into federal service, © + Nas 
but only. seventy-seven were accepted.2 The clothing worn 7 
by them when they were mustered into service was returned . 
to Lebanon on May 16, after the men-had received their uni- : Bas 


forms. 


j Bi ae PO te ar se 
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Colonel Lantz’s Company encamped on the Lebanon Fair 
Grounds’ for about five weeks before breaking camp ‘and 
proceeding to Harrisburg. ~The local camp was called 

“Camp. Ironsides’’.4 . 


Since the enlistment of the “Lebanon Guards” was for | a ee 
only three months, their term expired July 20. They: arrived qs Ge 
in Lebanon July 25, and since they had been used: solely for - 
guarding purposes, there was no casualty” list. They were ees 
received at the depot by an immense crowd of citizens: who \ : ie 
had attended allSthe wrrivals of trains” for ‘several. days: inc | eee 
their cAeriesin to inget Sheng From the Boe Bia marched ~ 


ee ? 
Ree SS ge 


“Tid. ‘April. 25,.. 1861. let RR 
al yy ‘part. of :the- cteaiduids is the present site of the- Moaumbels Park, Eighth . and, cage 1 es 
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Lehman Streets.” -This,Company was called the ; “*Iron Artilferites."" 5 pe oe Daa * 
4, Usbanon Courier, May 2, 1861. . — Se arama, Siac a 
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to Mrs. Rise’s Hotel headed by the Perseverance’ Band. 
There they dismissed until the next morning at nine o ‘clock 
when they met at their Captain's office to receive their pay { 
for the three month's service. ¥ At one p.m. they again form- 
ed a company and marched through the principal streets 
accompanied by the Union Band. Some of the-men had 
brought home with them some of the “spoils of war’. One 
man had a large “‘secession’’ flag, and others had different 
mementoes of “Old” Virginia. The men were accompanied - 
by three “contrabands”, active, intelligent-looking fellows, 
whose masters had run off and left them.5 Many of thetre- 
& turned volunteers re-enlisted.7” 


t 


With the continuation of the war, the ineffectiveness of 
three months’ enlistment was evident.. Enlistments were .. 
extended to three years untils toward the close’ of. the war 
recruits were accepted for a térm of nine montlis or-one year, 
depending upon the wishes of the recruit. With the length- 
ened term of service Lebanon County contributed to the 
Northern Army, in- addition to the Ninty-third Regiment, 

e's the. following units: Company C, Captain Lantz and part . 
of Company 1,8 Captain Jerome Myers of the Thirty-sixth _ 
Regiment, Seventh Reserve. Pennsylvania Volunteers, or- 
ganized June 21, 1861, and mustered out of service at Phila- 
delphia, June 18, 1864, after a three-year enlistment. Comp- 
any C saw service at the skirmish of Great Falls, the battles 
of Gaines’ Mill, Charles City Cross Roads, _Antietam, 
Fredericksburg, and the Wilderness. Of the one hundred 

_* and eighteet men that enlisted with the company, one was 
dismissed, eleven were transferred tothe Veterans. Reserve - 
Corps, thirty-one were discharged, thirteen captured, thirty- 
four were missing in action,? six were mustered out, six were 
killed; seven died, six. deserted, one drowned, one was court- 
martialed, and one was not on the muister-out roll. 


* . Company: EF, Captain Jolin Weidman, Ne ‘the: Sixty-fourth 
- Regiment, Fourth Cavalry. was. recruited under. the date of 





thid.; pyres 1, 4861:: 
7. Most of these were at: the. Wilderness. 


a A : Recruited: from: ‘Lebanén and Berks ‘Counties. = 2:7 
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September 4, 1861, and iaisaiafe out. on oTaty 1, 1865, at 
Lynchburg. This company was under fire in the ‘Peninsular. 
Campaign, at Antietam, ‘Gettysburg, the ‘Wilderness, aand.~ 
Appomattox Court House. Of the oné ‘hundred and. fifty- 
one enlisted men, three resigned, two.were. dischas rged,. 

“was killed, six died, four deserted, two were: taken | prisoners, 





two were transferred to. the Veterans Reserve. ‘Corps, two 


never had joined, one was transferred, two: were discharged 


. 


by General Order, one was promoted to: Adjutant, one absent.__ 


at muster-out- because of ‘arrest, three because ‘of ‘sicktiess, 
twenty-eight | were not on the muster-out roll, ‘and: ‘seventy- 
five were mustered out. - 


Company-I,§ was assigned March, 1865, _ to: the’ 2 Righty | 


seventh Regiment and mustered out of service ‘at Alexandria, 


June 29,1865. -This company participated only i ‘in ‘the charge : 
upon the defense. at Petersburg,. Apfif'2, and at: Sailor's _ 
Creek, April 6. Of the eighty-six enlisted men one resigned, . 
three were discharged by Surgeon’ s. "Orders, one was © 


wounded, ‘one was missing,. five died; four. were. ‘sick at 
muster-out, fourteen were discharged. by Shaan Order, and 
fifty-seven” were mustered out. $ p 


The next company was part of Company ed Captain 
Henry J. Sheaffer, of the.One Hundred and Seventh Régi- 
ment, organized March 5, 1862, arid mustered out of service 
at Washington on July 13, 1865. These men saw service at 
the Second Battle of Bull Run, Antietam, | Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg, Petersburg, and Darbney’s Mill. — | 


Company Cs Captains John Bassler and John | G. Bat-: 


dorff, of the One Hundred and Forty-ninth Regiment, was” 


enlisted in July, 1862, and mustered out of Service after their 
‘three years” enlistment on June 24, 1865, at. - Harrisburg.” “It. 


‘saw service: at Chancellorsville, Gettysburg,- the ~ »~-Wilder- . ape 
- ness, and Petersbiitg. Re the one: hundred: sade thisnyeame ok 


Ae 
~ 


eS tog Sate 


~_ so y a 


- 8. sigeenely is not to. ae confused with. the drisigal’ Company a cgonised “with ae 
the Feglment < on _September 25,1861, for a. et of Noes yearn ion See = 2 
9. Rotrulted” "form, Vebaricn and Daiiphin’ Counts: : ena ae oper os 
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men that enlisted one was missing, eleven were discharged 
by General Order, ten were transfered to the Veterans’ Re- 
-serve Corps,.one was discharged by special order, two were’ 
missing in action, two deserted, ten were killed, one was 
promoted to principal musician, one was absent in the haspi- 

. tal, seventeen died, and sixty-nine were mustered out, of 
which number seventeen were wounded. Of the one hundred 
and thirty-nine enrolled twenty-three were drafted. 


Battery H, Captain William D. Rank, Srineone Hunaed 
and Fifty-second, Third Artillery, was rectuited during the 
fall and winter of 1862 for three_years and mustered out of 

“si service at Baltimore on July 25, 1865. It was .dispatched 
immediately upon being mustered into service to’aid in the 
defense of Baltimore, the key positign for the Union capital. 
It remained there until Lee's: second invasion of the North, 
when it was ordered to Gettysburg, to engage in the battle 
that is considered the turning point of the war. With Lee's. 
eearer invasion ha!ted, Battery H was again ordered to 

ere it was finally mustered out at the close of 
ee war. saat the two hundred and thirty-seven men that 
enlisted, -six were transferred to the Veterans’ Reserve Corps, 

: _ nine died, dees aa tth deserted, thirteen were not on the 
muster roll! four were absent because of sickness and one 
without leave, three were discharged by General Order, 
sixteen by Surgeons’ Order, and three by special order, and 
one hundred and seventeen were mustered out. 


Company E, of the One Hundred and Sityfeccond Regi- 
ment, Seventh ‘Cavalry. was organized on October 18, 1862, 
for three years’ service and was mustered out on August 7, 
1865. The regiment saw service at Chancellorsville, Gettys- 
Bie bey burg. the Fall Campaign of 1863, ‘Petersburg, at Winchester 

_ with Sheridan, and at Appomattox. The company had one 
es Me | hundred and- forty-six enrolled. Of these nine were dis- 
oy ‘s charged on General Order, nine were killed, nine died, four- 
ae _- teen deserted, on¢-was absent,-one was not on the muster ‘roll, 






| eee ee “five” were trans- 


_ ome Swas_ absent because of detached ~ service, Six" eres 
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ferred to the Veterans’ Reserve Corps, nine were discharged 

by Surgeons! Otder, one promoted to Major, fvo:promioted 
to captain, and seventy-three were mistéréd out thirteen: of 

which were wounded. Joma tip tai) mgd es: ea 
. Companies B. Captain. Elias -R; Lights G Captain-Joseph 
R. Henry, and 1, Captain William By’ Iba, of the: One re 
Hundred and’ Seventy-third Regiment: were organized at ee 
Camp Curtin during the months of ‘October anid November, eee 
1862,-for nine months’ service; and: mustered ‘out Of service = 


‘« 


on. August 18, 1863; at Harrisburg. | This regiment was de- . 
tafled: to. guard duty at Camp Veile ‘and ‘later. ordered ‘to bes 


watch: over the Qrange and Alexandria Railroad. .-OF the 


etry): RDS Word cee 


one hundred and one men in. Company: sever deserted, | 


two died, tén were discharged, “and cighty-two were 
mustered.out. ‘Of Company: C’ ¢ one hundred and.one men Gs eee: 
four deserted, two. deserted’ and. retursed, fifteen were dis- > eee 
charged, 6né was promoted, and eight-orie’ were musterd out. 5 


ay ibies, Naish 
aan wate 


es tS 


Company I had ninety mem on its rolls. - Of these, one died, 
twelve were’ discharged, one was pronioted, one was'absent) 9S 
in the hospital, two ‘deserted and returned, seventeen. de- = * 
serted, and sixty-four were mustered out, - a per” i 


Part of Company C,1° of the Two Hundred and Eighth = 
Regiment, was organized on September 12, 1864, for one 


year and mustered out of service on June 1, 1865, at which 
- time the recruits were transferred to the Fifty-first Regiment. 


This regiment was detailed to fatigue, picket, ‘and drill duty 


before the members joined the Army of the Potomac. Later 
they guarded Fort Steadman. tt vee. Ce 


oT he last company to be organized in Lebanon County was: eee : 
that of Company K, Captain Jacob Weidle,. of the Two ae 
Hundred and-Ninth Regiment. ItwasorgamizedomSeptem- 


ber 16, 1864, for one year, and mustered. out om Mery 
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with the One Hundred ia Bighth. OF the ae hnyatve” men, 
H¥ty-four were mustered out, two of which were wounded, 
Owe was absent becavse of sickness, oe was promoted to 
primeipal musician, one died, one of the wounded was not on 
the muster-out roll, three were dibeharged, one was trans- 
ferred and pventythree were not on the mustet-out roll! 


On September 12, 1861, James Mi. MeCatter, a clergyman 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, stationed at Lebanon, 
received wathority From the Secretary of War, to ralge a 
regiment of infantry. The call was published the following 
day and the ranks of the Ninety-third Regiment were filled 
in Jess than a month. ‘This reginenfwas later known,as the 
dallepziddied Ninety-Thind and as such gained renowir dure. 
" ny the War of the Rebellion. “The initial group..of. this 
Tegmnent was placed at Carp Coleman, established on the 
east Side of North Eighth Street short distance north of 
the zailroad, which is now partially the present site of Monu- 
ment Park. Colone] McCarter was assigned as the superior 
officer. At frst there were between eight and nine hundred 
men, but Mix Coleman wrote tothe War Department and 
secored permission to increase the number to. fifteen hun- — 
- ched On November 5, the regiment was presented a 
deautifi] sik regimental flag by G. Dawson Coleman, Esq. . 
The Hag was presented without inscription, leaving it for 
the regiment 2p determine by its actions what that inscription 
Should de. Whe flag was passed along the lines of com- 
cmissioned officers, after which ceremony .they all: gathered 
ayound it, and with their right hands on its broad folds, 
‘solemnity pledord themselves to “stand by. the flag”. The 
lag s~as then presented to the men who cheered it. Mr. 
SGoleman then reviewed the oegiment13 

Qn November 8, Governor Curtin presented another 
seguaental flag tp them. The Govemor arrived in Lebanon 
.% wo ge ee accompanied by Cusstesvineter General. 
pao aeias eprint 
Pn Zee tent ‘ 
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He wae received at-the depot by the gentlemen of the.” 
Borough, officers: fron Camp Coleman, and by the regl- 


is = 


ental band and 4 company for an eseort,- Mr; Rite p eis 
his handsoite -earriage and horsey at the service “Gh the” 
Governor, and if ithe was escorted (a he eanip grounds 
where a large number of people had met, The Governor ~~ 
spoke te the. assembled people and to the assembled vege | 
ment: The flag presented was a silk one bearing the Penns a 
vania coat of arms and insertbed with the name of the colored | ae 
and the number-of the regiment, The flag was passed sloag s 
the line of commissioned officers and saluted by the mem 
Governor Curtim.then reviewed the regiment and witnessed 
dt deill14 | st e <i 
Barly on the morning of November 20, Camp Cofemar aa 
was astir with the soldiers striking tents and making other 2 
preparations for moving. Many people tante to say qood-_— ve 
bye and to spend’a few hours near the objects of their af Se aie 
fection.. Fathers, mothers, wives, sisters, brothers, and 
sweethearts gathered to wave a farewell to loved ones and to eS 
bid them Godspeed in the great and glorious work to which i ieee 
they were going forth (to accomplish). Atteroclock they - ee 
left camp and went to the depot where at ten-fifteem the traim M5 BN 
‘departed for Baltimore and later Fort Monrce. Sergeant ee ane 
Jacob P. Embich was detailed to remain Jong enough ire ee 
Lebanon to arrange unsettled matters pertaining to the regi fa 
ment? for example, the return of blankets that Had Beem 
loaned by the citizens.15 The regiment was made:a@ part 
of General Peck’s Brigade. in General Couck's Division im~ 
General Keye’s Corps.1§ , | pee 
"This regiment included Companies A. Captains William ML. mate F 
Derr; C, Captain Wiliam W. Muzray= D. Cagthim Jolim MA. ee 
Mark; F, Captain John S Long: ant KX Captaim ER, ar: 
Daughesty, recruited from Eabanom Counhe. “Giomgame B= 
was recruited from Baths: Company E. from ‘@iintonr and? =\° orn ee 
Centre: H, from Montour: and 1 Cagtaim De} Byyntem 
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from Lebanon and Dauphin. It also had enlisted a regi- 
mental band.t7 E 


When the regiment was enlistedjin the pened ee ite 
contained an enrollment of one thousand and seventy-six 
men and officers. It saw service at Williamburg, Malvern 
Hill, and Fair Oak, was held in reserve at Antietam and 
Fredericksburg, saw service again at Chancellorsville and 
Gettysburg. On February 7, 1864, two hundred and eighty- 
four or about three-fourths: of the remaining members re- 
enlisted and were given a veteran's furlough. 


: The people of the Borough and the County of Lebanon, 
Wee _. in order to show their appreciation to the men of the Ninety- . 
a 2 | _ third Regiment that were still living, arranged for a reception 

on February 9, the day they were, scheduled to-arrive in 
Lebanon. Mr. Coleman, because of his connections with the 
Ninety-third Regiment, was chosen as the Chief. Marshall 
for the occasion. He was sent t Fd yekcisbacg to meet the 
train and to wire Lebanon.so that the citizens would be able 
to gather t.the local station. The train bringing home these © 

_ veterans left Harrisburg shortly after five p.m. with Mr. 

- Coleman ‘aboard. When it arrived in_Lebanon, a parade was - 
formed. It was led by the Perseverance Band, and had as its © 
escort the members of the Fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
After them, in the place of honor, marched the members of 
.the Ninety-third, followed by the committee on arrange- 
ments, the orators of the day, the Masonic Lodge, the Uirited 

American Mechanics, the Perseverance Hose Company, the 
Union Engine Company, the Hook and Ladder Company, 
and the citizens. It moved through the principal streets and 

, __~ then to the Court House where speeches were delivered. A 
ae ee banquet followed.18 

ae On March 10 the regiment reset He oe Camp ae 
| , and on:March 18, with one thousand forty-eight 
‘men, it -was transferred from the third to the Second division 
: of. ‘the sixth corps.1® “It saw service at the- Wilderness, and 











- w. The bond of cighteca pieces was daisiepet Sf Gollcsttiatlta bees 18, 1862. 
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was the porense ae Wisehin gta against Barly. In’ vont ae x : “2 
1864 a new Company G, from Pittsburgh, was: organized . to dg oss 


take the place of the orginial one, which now had: only a few ra 
men remaining. -These men were distributed among: ‘the. 
other companies. The regiment then. saw. service.at,| Cedar... aes 
Creek and Petersburg. It was mustered out of service on 
June 27, 1865, at Washington. 20 Pe 


a ° 





e Necessities at home were as important ‘as the soldiers, m0 8. bt ise 
order that the morale might be kept high. An important step . ee 
was taken to maintain a good spirit. The people met at the A ae 


Court. House April 21 and organized, after which’ they passed \.. oS See 
a resolution requesting the- County Commissioners to ap- st oS 
 proprate -$10,000. to provide for the families‘of the volun- >» © --% 
teers.21 Until the Couhty | Commissioners ‘acted, the Military | io ae 


_ Relief Fund Committee;“after.a few weeks’ experience” fand-¢ 9 - «ee 











> 
consultation with the families. involved,. detided to allot: the eA 
following damounts per week: a mother ofa family was to mes 
receive $1:50; each child $. 50; parents needing _ support. Se tas 
$2.00; and a child left with a stranger $1.00. The -money ~ a 
to cover this expenditure was to come from the contributions ~- ne! 
made on April 18, at the meeting held for the pu of rais- 
ing a company to-send to the aid of the North.? S 
2s. 
18. Lebanon Courier, February 11, 1864, 
The County Commissioners appropriated $200.00 to pay for the Relebraiton 
19. The following table shows the enlistments of the _ten companies of vas Niaty- 
third Regiment. 3 
1861 1862 1863- 1864 - 1865 ealisted Wel sigend 
Offiterss ies. She tt e298 3 oe 4 0 1864 
Cowikt wees F913 3 1 74 2 - 
Cts Mad Wee 1 1 68 4 5 
Coy erareemiee. So TO} 9 1 88 9 # 
Coto D see bat 2082 2/110, ) 0 63 tt) 2 oe ug 
aE ant otk 08 6 ii sciaia 2 by ssa 
Col Pre 105 2 2 75 21 1 “2s 
Co. G : 9A: 2 0. 86 -0 at 
Co. H 103 2 2 59 5 eet 
Co. | oceycaell OS 20 SRNL = ee 1 Se cn Se ee 
Co. K 101 se 0 66 oO ee See 
——s* ——s — as aoid = 2 = ' a eb oti 23 
Totals _... 1076°~. "56S 1 768 54 a 3 ay f 
~" “retealiated | 284 
}, J a ~~ hee 1048 a“ : : 
20. ‘History of Fomntyivecis Volunteers. 5 Jak eae 


21, Lebanon Courier “May 2, 1861. ; ; Ts es = 
22. Ibid.,; dune 6, 1861. © - ‘ ne ee oa ae 
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The relief board composed of the Associate Judges and the 

County Commissioners, which was set up by an act of the 

Assembly to administer the relief funds, passed the follwing 
resolutions to act as a guide fi their work: 23 t 


1. No arrearages will be paid. | 

2. After January 9 no children over twelve years of — 
age will receive relief. 

3. After January no volunteers above the rank of 
Orderly Sergeant will receive relief. 


4. errant of relief will be;, 
1. Wife of volunteer $1 .00 per-week 
‘2. Children under twelve $.30 per week. 
3. Father or mother dependent $.50 per week, 
4. No case over $3.00\per week. 


In addition to providing financial relief, the local citizens 
held a meeting May 12, for the purpose of considering the 
best course to take in attending to the wounded soldiers from ~ 
Lebanon cee A committee consisting of Jacob Weidle, 
Esq., G. G. Coleman, Esq., and C. D. Gloninger, M.D. was . 
. appointed!to ascertain their wants; minister to. their comforts; 
and if thdught desirable or-advisable, to have them brought 
to their homes; and to confer with the County Commissioners 
for the purpose of having the expenses incurred paid out of 
the county treasury.?* 


Every effort possible was made to encourage the men to 
enlist so that a draft would not be necessary. The first en- 
listments were for three months. According to a proclama-. 
tion by Governor Curtin, after July 25, enlistments would be 
nine months for the volunteer and twelve for the experienced 
man.?> Lebanon was supposed to raise two companies. The 
volunteers were to receive a bounty of - ‘twenty-seven dollars’ 


_and their first month's pay, or a total of. forty dollars. At 


the end of, ‘the | war those surviving would receive seventy- 


- oy gars 
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five dollars and’ if wounded, the : same bounty in 1 addition to” 
the perision.?¢ ds : : i 


When the August are was mentioned! the County Com- 
misioners acquiesed to the public demand and’ offered a 
bounty to the Lebanon County volunteers of thir dollars 
for a nine to twelve months’ enlistment and Alty dollars 3 fe 
a three-year term. This was done only after the public, at 
a meeting specially called for that purpose, unanimously 
“agreed to assure the Commissioners that they themselves 
would not personally be held for the debt that such a.move | 
would necessarily incur.27 . It did not take long to raise the 
two companies, for the first left on Sea 9, and. the second 
on the 10th. 28>" 


By order “oft the Secretary of War, August 15. was the io Vas 
-deadline for a bgunty to-a new regiment. After that date es 

only old refills would receive a bounty. - Volunteers* ‘would, 
be accépted up to September 1. The draft was plained for 
September 3, unless all the atex, were nlled 287205 94 rece oe 





' 
a ees pith iA: hy fe a 
pc APMC a 


The East teri West wards were to provide 157 and 129 ae ae 
draftees, - respectively. The East’ Ward ‘had already pro- cae Re 
vided 176 and the West 161, Lebanon thus furnishing fifty- ee 
one more than required. Since Lebanon had supplied: more - a 


oe te 


tA, 


than its quota, thexdraft was postponed until October 





3 


16th.30 i | <a 
=D Getober 16, Adam Grittinger, Esqi, the Commissioner. ses 
for Lebanon County, proceeded ‘to draft! three hundred and - ae 
ninety-nine men.yet required from Lebanon County. As in “3 


i 


the previous draft, Lebanon Borough was. exempt. “The draft | 
was ‘made in’ the Court Room in the presence of the” ee 
public. Small pieces of paper containing the names of those a 
in a district subject to the draft were placed in a box. a 

a wheel, and: after the papers had been thoroughly mixed, 
up, ‘a plndipldect pees drew out one: of: the spleces. of-paper ee Tales 


=X 
















t eet” 


pe bid; Sal 24, 1862. ° 

P - Abidey. August. 7,::1862. 

ae Spd. g% August.14,°1862. ; 
“Ibid: August’ 21,1862. “i 

ae Wie September ber 25,- 1862, ics ere 
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which was taken by Mr. Grittinger, and the name thereon 
read aloud and taken down by Mr. Samuel Greenawalt. Thc 
paper was then passed to George Hauck, who placed it on a 
string. This ceremony was repegted until the number re- 
quired from a district was filled. Some of the drafted men 
enlisted at once in Captain Rank’s Battery. Substitutes were 
allowed at a cost ranging from $250 to $500; the average 
ranging from $300 to $400. The draftees reported the fol- 
lowing Tuesday and left for Camp, Curtin on Thursday. 
Their term was for nine.months unless they were discharged 
before. Each was to take along a woolen blanket.31 
By this time the enlistment period of the One Hundred 
and Twenty-seventh Regiment was completed and they ar- 
rived at Harrisburg May 16. The men came to Lebanon 
for Saturday and Sunday and then returned: to Harrisburg 
on Monday to be mustered out on Friday, May 29. They 
were paid the following morning, Saturday, May. 30, after 
which they entrained for Lebanon® 
The Borough Council had appointed George F. Reinhard 
and Adam jRise to make arrangements for the reception of 
the soldiers confected with this regiment. The committee 
met the men at Harrisburg. When they left Harrisburg, 
the bells in Lebanon were rung so that all could close their 
business houses for an hour and go to the station.22. Ata 
"31. Ibid.) October 23, 1862. 
Up to March’ 12, 1863, Lebanon had ninty-nine exempted from military service 
because of conscientious scruples. 
The following is a copy of the notice that was served on each draftee: ; 
E lebanon, Pa., October 16, 1862 
TO. eee eet ietneneeeett YOU Gre hereby notified that you have this day 
4 been drafted as a Milltia-man from eee Township, Lebanon 
county, to serve for the term of NINE MONTHS, unless sooner discharged. You are 
required to appear at the Court House, in the BOROUGH-OF LEBANON on TUESDAY, 
the 21st day of October inst., at one o'clock, P.M.* for the purpose of being 
mustered into service, and to be taken to the place of rendezvous at ‘‘Camp Curtin’’ 
at Harrisburg, there to be properly officered and equipped for service. : 
: You will please take with you a good woolen blanket, if you can procure it, as 
in that case you need not draw one from the Government, for which you will be 
charged. (The military blanket weighs five pounds.) You may offer a substitute when 
you arrive aft Lebanon, and such substitute, if he shall -be an able-bodied man 
between the ages of 18 and 45 years, and shall consent in writing, (with the 
consent of his parents or guardian, if a minor) to subject himself to all the duties 
and obligations to which his principal would -have been. subjected; had he personally 
served, shall be accepted in ileu of: such principal. Rations will be provided until 
one day after reaching the rendezvous. = 


Adam Grittinger - 
Commissioner for Lebanon County 


_————e 


32. Ibid., May 21, 1863. . fake 
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quarter to two the members of the Union League formed in 
front of their home and headed by the Perseverance Band 


and under the immediate direction of the Marshal of the 


Club, Sergeant John of the Ninety-third Regiment, his as- 
sistant Marshal John W. Harbeson, and the General 
Marshals for the occasion, Colonel J. M: Mark-and-Captain 
Henry D. Carmany, proceeded to the depot. After the train 
had left, a procession was formed which marched through 
the principal streets. At the Court House Mr. Killinger 
made a speech, commending the courage. and endurance of 


those who had been permitted to return, and paying: tribute 


to the noble dead who had been left behind. After this 
formality a banquet was served to the soldiers on the Court 
House yard by the ladies of the Union League assisted by 
the ladies of the Soldiers’ Aid Society. Large flags had been 
suspended across the street from. the Buck Hotel to the Court 
House ‘and from the Union League roofs to the building 
opposite,.attached to which (in large letters) were the words 
“Welcome Home’”’.3 


Lebanon had contributed to this regiment Company E, 
Captain Greenawalt; part of Company 1,34 Captain Ira R. 
- Shipley: and part of Company K,*° Captain William Fox. 
The regiment had been mustered into service on August 16, 
1862, and was dismissed on May 16, 1863, at Harrisburg, 
after a nine months’ enlistment. The regiment had been 
detailed as guards at Chain Bridge and had seen service at 
Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville.. Of the ninety-nine 
men enrolled one was reported missing, four were dis- 
charged, two died, ‘one was absent at the hospital at muster- 
out, and ninety-one were mustered out, ten of which had 


been wounded. 


The news of the threatened invasion by the Rebels was 


devestating. A town meeting was held June 15 to-secure . 
several companies of volunteers as well as pecamiary’ as- - 


33. Ibid., June 4, 1863. 
34. Recruiting from Lebanon and Adams Counties. 
35. Recruiting from Lebanon and Schuylkill Counties. 
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sistance for the volunteers. At the close of the second meet- 
ing held June 16, the total subscriptions amounted to 
$1,595:00.36 Fear was so prevelant that in a number of 
cases, Lebanon merchants closed thgir places of business and 
sent whatever valuables they possessed to more distant points 
for safe-keeping until the menace had passed. That the 
loyalty of the Lebanonians exceeded their fear is seen in the 
following incident. In response to their Governor and be- 
fore Lee got within eight miles of Gettysburg, a company 
was sent to Harrisburg to form part of the Twenty-sixth 
Regiment of Pennsylvania Militia.** This company under 
Captain L. L. Greenawalt, with ninety men enrolled, be- 
came Company E. Captain Greenawalt was chosen Major 
" of the-Regiment. It was inducted June 19-22 and discharged 
on July 30, 1863. The’ enlistment had been for sixty days.38 

The duty of this company was to‘help to protect- “Pennsyl- 
vania from invasion. Fortunately, of course, Lee was 
stopped, and that threat was liftéd from the minds of the 
people. 

The second draft occurred on September 26, at Pottsville. 
In this tenth district Lebanon and North Lebanon were classi- 
fied as sub-district number 28. The drawing was done by | 
a blind man named William Doubert, of Schuylkill Haven. 
The drafting box was on a table on a platform, placed in full 
view of the spectators, in a room adjoining the Provost 
Marshal's office. The Deputy Marshall, Colonel John M. 
Mark, of Lebanon, turned the wheel and the blind man. drew 
the names. The.Jatter passed them over to Commissioner 
John H. Kinsport, Esq. of Lebanon County, who read the 
names, while the clerk at the same time entered them in a 
book. Of the four hundred and eighty-four names enrolled 
one hundred and forty-two were to be drafted. This in- 
cluded a fifty per cent addition to take care of the exemp- 
tions.39 





36. Lebanon Courier, June 18, 1863. 

37. Ibid., June 25, 1863. 
Lebanon County also contributed Companies A, part of B, D, E, F, H, and XK, of 
the Forty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Militia. 

38. Samuel P. Bates, Hibtory of Pennsylvania - Volunteers, passion: 

39. Leboron Cotwler, October 1, 1863. 
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As it became hates to enroll volunteers ach “the army, 


the Government offered a bounty of four hundred dollars 
to the veterans and a three hundred dollar bounty to the 
new recruits. The counties nearby were adding to this their 
own bounty, thereby drawing men from Lebanon County. 
A public meeting was called on January 16, 1864, to petition 
the County Commissioners to pay the volunteers three hun- 
dred dollars if veterans and two hundred if recruits. This 
~pay would lower the necessity of the draft by having the 
Lebanon County boys enlist under Lebanon County instead 
of going where they were paid more money.*° 


Before the committee could meet with the County ‘Com- 
missioners, one of them, Simon Boltz, died. The other two 
were divided in opinion as to whether or not to give a bounty 


to volunteers. When the vacancy was filled-and two of them . 
favored a bounty, Mr. Bucher resigned rather. then have any- 
thing to do with a bounty. It was not until that vacancy 


was filled on February 18 that the commissioners decided to 
pay three hundred dollars to all volunteers and appropriated 
ten thousand dollars for the purpose. *? 


Under the draft of February 1864, Lebanon's quota was 
one hundred and three, but since there was a credit of forty- 
two men from the last draft, the actual quota was reduced 
to sixty-one. Many of the men originally enrolled in the 
Fiftieth and the Ninety-third had re-enlisted but had not 


been accredited to Lebanon County because they had © 


originally given their address as Lebanon, Lebanon County. 
In that case they could not be credited to any of the other 
townships in the county. . This difficulty was adjusted by a 
visit to Secretary of War Stanton. The muster rolls were 
changed and credit given where due. After this matter was 
adjusted, there was no need for a draft, for the Borough 
quota was filled.*2 


be 





40. Ibid., January 21, 18454. 
41. Ibid., Febrvory 18, 1864. a 
42. I\bid., March 10, 1864. 
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Without previous announcement Company I, of the-One 
Hundred and Seventh Regiment under the command of 
Captain D. S. Matthews, arrived ig Lebanon on April 5th. 
The men marched up- Walnut Stheet to the Grand Jury 
Room where they stacked their guns and were dismissed: 
Shortly afterwards they re-assembled and through Sergeant 
McGinly presented. to Captain Matthews a beautiful’ sword 
with this inscription: ‘Presented to Captain D. S. Matthews 
by the veteran members of Co. I, 107th'regiment, for his kind 
appreciation of his men. CAPTAIN, WE WILL STAND 
BY YOU." | Since the twenty-nine veteran members of the 
company re-enlisted, they were credited to Lebanon County 


. and on Wednesday were paid their bounty. The Captain __ 


opened a recruiting station in. Carmany’s Hotel cui: He 
furtough of the company.*—- ee : 


As an additional spur to jedbicerd the Corinty Gant 
missioners decided to pay each of the: ‘first two hundred 2 
forty-eight volunteers fifty dollars if they enlisted fora 
hundred days. In addition G. Dawson Coleman offered one. 
thousand ‘dollars to the first one hundred men to answer 
the call.44 : - 


Lebanon in order to raise the required number of volun-. 
teers, assessed each enrollee of the draft- fifteen dollars, and 
the Borough furnished the remaining amount needed to pay 


.each volunteer four hundred dollars.. Thus a quota of sixty- 


five was reached.45 When forty.more men were needed, 


_ @ach one subject+to the draft was assessed ten dollars addi- 


tional in order to pay the extra bounties.46. 


Another method used to keep away the dreaded draft was 
to have Governor Curtin appoint William B. Reinhard as an 
agent for Lebanon County. He was to recruit men for the 
army from the rebel states to be credited to Lebanon County. 
He did most of his recruiting around Norfolk; Virginia. He 


- enlisted. seventy-nine 1 men or enough to fill the’ quota by 


August 11.47 : 





43. Tbid., April 7, 1864. 
44. Ibid., Joly 14, 1864. 
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To meet the call ‘of the October mente twenty-eight names . Paes 
were drawn at Pottsville, although more. than. thirty-odd io 
individuals over and above the required number had-already . ao 
volunteered. The Provost Marshall's office needed. fourtéen’ 
more names to. meet the required number. _ The difference _ | 
was Temedied when Mr. Killinger went “to see . Secretary. of ae st - 
War Stanton and explained the situation to him.48 ae 

The last draft took place at. Pottsville on March 4th and : ie 
6th when fifty-four of the four hundred and ninety-twomen =k. 


enrolled were drafted.49 « 

















The county was not the only organization that paid. : 
bounties. The townships and boroughs of the county pass- © ee 
F . > =, 
45. Ibid., July 14, 1864. \ ; Q ou shis ge 
46. Ibid., July 28, 1864. Aine mys Ts ; aly 2 8)" ee Bellic ror! 
Amount spent by the “County for relief and-bounty: (The accounts do not include. ee Paes 
Py interest, rebates, or tax collectors’ fees, etcetra.) 7 Li Te rd ae man a he 
1861 : rat > : 
: Relia le Furie ee ee ee $10,246.7F 
1862 oe he 
Relief Fund pS Parte Stl A ee Se ee 17,675.00. ee 
Reliaf FundwAdminisiration eee eee 192.50 : 3 
Bounty ; : x2 bile 
Volunteers ... abit Se eer ee ee es 7000-001. > 
Captain WiHiam_ Tice's Company | NN UN RING er eee aS 2,700.00. 
Bounty Administration one. -c—aaon ee es 90.63 
1863 Le : = , : A 
PPLE Ge Wi emake te tere ei Ee ee ee eee ees pace 15,505.05 = = 
Bounty 7 ‘ 
Emergency Volunteers. —_...-....-.---% eee) Aaa ees ech Aces Meee 10,120.64 
Captain William Tice’s Company : 1,900.00 = 
Bounty Administration: <2 5 eee 41.50 o 
1864 ~ is . : 
Raliotim Furic iy ecole ee ee ne ee ad Se a aS 9,746.23 
Bounty : mech) i a 
One hundred day men ___-__ 3,900.00 
Captain William Tice's- Company eee ne. sae ere 40.00 
Administration: tig ssc. cn ee eee i AeA Se ee a pe Me ie be 313.10 
Volunteers [Re Sh Tah eck Nahen oe geo ee eee ee ee ee ae 206, 870.00 : 
Administration... oo Wp WS okt Sak a *485.00 ; 
1865 eS : ri . AY Ves 


Relief? Fund: ee. sel eee ee 18. 497.50 
Administration © 22 - ee eee ee ile TB ey. Ses 259.70 














: f 
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«a eR ae EER SE SA eae aE Oy ROR Ae RN REE Sow vi ge 2 A A ty aeeeeee Sone 
Total ccadom lriistnest lOmin eke rr re ee ra eee ya ee A SR aae en ss ee cea 

ey 
fem Rat Gh ise ail eg eee eee bptehe. Sees kok $200,582 20 * oe 
* Includes $200. used for the reception of the Niaty- third Regiment. Seo oul j RR 
: f : 2 acs ; - a 
.. Ibid., August 13, 1864. “S «  Saee 
48. Ibid., October 6, 1864. A Mt CSE) E sas 
49. Ibid., March 9, 1865. - = I Nae 
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. a 
ed their own bounty resolutions. Lebanon Borough passed 
resolutions stating that three hundred dollars would be paid 
to all putting in a substitute.5° 


When the news of the end of the war reached Lebanon, 
at four a.m., the bells were rung and the cannon were fired 
and a general celebration took place. Flags were flung and 
the bands marched through the streets.51 


_ With the history of the Civil War, Lebanon history was 
also being writtén. Even though its.pages are written in 
blood, the record is one which attends the weaving of the 
fabric of a good town. N@ small community—or large— 

as _ showed greater loyalty. Although parts of the two regi- 
ments sent to uphold the northern cause were almost wiped 
out—the glory of its’ heroes was the glory-of a nation strug- 
gling for its survival, fromghe shot of the first cannon at Bull 
Run until the Confederacy; met its final defeat at Appomattox 
Court House. 


| 


50. Ibid., January .19,. 1864. 
Amount spent by the Borough for bounty: 











_& 1863 
' Sovaty tet See ee ere. VEE 535 490.00 
; Admintsivetionw2 nn a 150.00 
ees 1864 dient: . 
(age . Bounty—included interest, etcetra . “ 13,645.76 
aoe Grond Total __ _ nore. S4By28S.76 


51. Ibid., April 13, 1365. 
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